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SITE DESCRIPTION 

NAME / OWNERSHIP / GRID REFERENCE / LOCATION  

Name: The Carrs LNR 

Address: Church Street 

  Church Warsop 

  Nottinghamshire 

  NG20 0AT 

Grid reference: SK565684 

AREA WARD: WARSOP CARRS - WARD Councillor Andrew Bu rgin 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT: Councillor An drew Tristram 

Statement from Councillor Andrew Tristram  

 I am extremely proud of The Carrs LNR being 
nominated for a green flag award as recognition of the 
tremendous work, determination, skill and commitment 
levels of all of our Parks & Opens Space staff, to achieve 
what I consider to be an important accolade for our parks 
and local nature reserves under very difficult financial 
constraints. 

We have developed a very strong working relationship 
with our friends group, local schools, conservation 
groups and other community groups to help develop The 
Carrs and it is our intention to reinforce these 
relationships over the coming years as without their 
continued support we would not have be able to achieve 
this status. 

The Carrs has a diversity of activities of all age groups including fishing pond, play area, 
wildflower meadows, community orchard and picturesque walks.  We intend to further 
enhance The Carrs to appeal to all of our communities as I feel it is important to preserve 
and protect a vital part of our heritage, infrastructure and way of life. 

Whether you want activity or just to sit back and take in the outstanding natural beauty of 
our parks and local nature reserves there is something there for everyone, something I feel 
all of our community should be proud of. 

Councillor Andrew Tristram 

Portfolio Holder for Environment 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 REPORT CONTEXT 

The Carrs is one of nine Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) Mansfield District Council owns 
and manages. It is one of two LNRs entered this year for a Green Flag Award. 

The following information helps to set the context in which The Carrs is managed. It 
summarises policy and legislation documents which are relevant to the LNR. It gives an 
introduction to the strategic elements of improving parks and green spaces, including 
relevant policies and factual background. 

1.2 LOCAL AREA PROFILE 

 The Carrs LNR Management Plan 

Mansfield District is a largely urban area situated in the north-west of Nottinghamshire in 
the East Midlands. It is populated by 104,600 residents and 48,700 domestic households. 
The District covers an area of 78 square kilometres which extends between Sherwood 
Forest and the Peak District National Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



�   

 

Adjacent to the urban area of Sutton-in Ashfield, Mansfield is recognised as a major sub-
regional centre and covers 78 square kilometres. The Centre for Cities (2009) recognised 
Mansfield as one of Britain’s 64 cities, by categorising the town as a ‘small city’.  

Of the total population the vast majority live in Mansfield including Mansfield Woodhouse, 
followed by the settlement of Market Warsop, with the remainder of people residing in the 
more peripheral rural settlements in the north of the district. 

The district has been influenced heavily by its industrial past with coal mining and textiles 
thriving in the district until their decline in the 1980’s. A key landmark is the newly 
renovated 19th century viaduct in Mansfield town centre. 

The district is home to 2,180 businesses sustaining 41,500 jobs and supports a diverse 
range of businesses and sectors of employment. 

Deprivation in the District of Mansfield is on the high side but has shown an encouraging 
trend of improvement over recent years. According to Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD, 
2015) the district is ranked as the 59th most deprived out of 326 local authority areas in 
England, making it one of the 6th most improved in the country. Steps to tackle deprivation 
have shown that since 2010 Mansfield has improved from being the 36th most deprived 
an improvement of 31 places. This is mainly through investment in the town centre, the 
impact of the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund intervention and a number of high profile 
regeneration projects. 

The unemployment rate in Mansfield has decreased by 1.6% in the last 5 years, with the 
rate currently standing at 9.4%, compared to 7.8% nationally. The gross weekly wage in 
Mansfield is £395.00, with the national average being £475.00. 

Most parts of the district have relatively good access to the M1 motorway and there is a 
good link to the A1 via the A617. Road access has recently been improved with the 
construction of the Mansfield –Ashfield Regeneration Route (MARR) in a bid to make the 
area more attractive to inward investment and job creation. 

(Source: Mansfield District Council Corporate Plan and Annual Performance Report)  

1.3 Mansfield District Council’s Customer Charter 

It is our aim to make your visits to any of our parks and open spaces and associated 
facilities as enjoyable an experience as possible. We would therefore welcome any 
comments or suggestions you have about the service you receive. The standards we aim 
to achieve are summarised in the Parks & Open Spaces Visitors Charter detailed below: 

The Parks Section also provides: 

1. Safe, attractive and well maintained Parks & Open Spaces.  

2. Safe and enjoyable play areas.  

3. Well maintained grassed areas along roads and within housing estates.  
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4. Attractive well maintained trees, floral displays, shrub beds within housing and 
shopping centres.  

5. Well maintained allotment sites.  

6. Clean pavilions, changing rooms which are accessible to all.  

7. Polite and courteous staff.  

8. Well maintained sports facilities.  

9. Quality Events.  

We will achieve this by measuring our progress against the Performance Indicators in The 
Parks and Opens Spaces Service Plan.  These are:  

·  The number of working days lost due to staff absences 

·  User satisfaction with the service 

·  Reduce the carbon footprint of the Parks and Open Spaces Team 

·  Equality actions identified through the Equality Impact Assessment 

·  Increase the number of minority groups who use their Parks and Open Spaces 

·  Cost and efficiency savings (cashable and non-cashable) 

·  The percentage of Allotment Plots let 

·  Completion of Section 106 Projects 

How to make a complaint 

If you feel that the standard of service provided within our parks and open spaces has 
been compromised in any way - please do one of the following:  

·  If the issue is an immediate health and safety problem or an 
act of vandalism or other anti-social behaviour, please 
contact us: 

 During work hours 

 (Monday to Thursday: 8.30am to 5.00pm and Friday: 8.30am to 4.30pm) 

 Contact Centre on 01623 463463 

 Outside working hours 24 hour emergency contact on 01623 463050 

If the complaint is not a matter of urgency please you can download our Parks and Open 
Spaces Customer Charter Questionnaire  and await a reply within 7 working days, e-
mail grimebusters@mansfield.gov.uk  or use one of the online forms to report an issue. 
These can be found on the website http://www.mansfield.gov.uk   
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If you have spoken or written to the Council before about something you are unhappy with 
and the problem has not been resolved to your satisfaction, you can download our 
Complaints Form (PDF, 65 KB)  from our website http://www.mansfield.gov.uk  If you 
would like a hard copy of the form, please telephone 01623 463463, or call in at the Civic 
Centre. 

If you are still unhappy, you can contact the Local Government Ombudsman. For more 
information see our Ombudsman  webpage.  

  What you can do to help us 

·  Don't drop litter, even cigarette ends or chewing gum. Take your rubbish home or 
use a litter bin. 

·  Please train your dog not to foul the street, footpaths or grass verges. If your dog 
does make a mess, please clean it up. 

·  We cannot watch our parks and open spaces all the time. We welcome calls to 
Contact Centre staff about any dirty paths, dumped rubbish, graffiti and so on, so 
that we can clean up as soon as possible or take action against offenders. 

·  Join a ‘Friends of…’ group and take action in your local park. Please contact the 
Parks Development Officer on 01623 463510 for more information. 

1.4 MOTIVATION 

Mansfield District Council is committed to raising and maintaining standards within all of its 
green spaces, already proven by the achievement of previous Green Flag awards for this 
park and others in the District.  To retain a Green Flag for The Carrs provides excellent 
motivation for both the Council and this Community to show that the highest possible 
standards can be achieved through partnership.  It will also over time, through ownership 
and interest, build respect towards this investment in the local environment to the benefit 
of all involved. 

The current direction and emphasis from Central Government about the management of 
green space is that this plan should clearly set out this Council’s aims and objectives for 
the site, inclusive of the benefits for and contributions from the community that the park 
serves. It must also of course include all the technical and operational activities necessary 
to maintain and develop the landscaped and built environmental status of the site now and 
into the future.  Adequate staffing resources and financial support from the Council and 
externally must also be evidenced. 

1.5 Review and Monitoring  

The purpose of reviewing the results of management over a defined period of time, shows 
whether the correct interventions have been made, i.e. have the aims and objectives been 
achieved by the appropriate investment of resources, whether for promotion of the park, 
development and maintenance of the site and its facilities, or as a capital investment. 
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Monitoring will highlight where the successes and failures have occurred and changes can 
then be made to build upon or mitigate as the case may be.  The results of monitoring 
allow space for flexibility when necessary to fit circumstances of change. Reviewing and 
monitoring of all the management practices and other circumstances impacting on the site 
will occur at least annually, the timing to tie in with the Council’s annual budget review 
exercise. 

Planned meetings take place with members of the community, volunteers, outside 
agencies and partners are kept informed by the Parks Services Team, regarding the 
progress made towards achieving our objective.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	   

2.0 POLICY CONTEXT 

This section gives an introduction to strategic elements of improving parks and green 

spaces. Included are relevant policies and factual background to set this subject in 

context. 

2.1 Regional Strategies 

2.1.1 Greenwood Community Forest  

There are 12 Community Forests in England, initiated in 1989 by The Countryside 
Commission, which together form one of the biggest environmental projects in the country. 
They were set up with the support and help of local communities, to create well-wooded 
landscapes, creating green spaces around towns for recreation and sport, provide new 
habitats for wildlife, and make outdoor classrooms for environmental education and much 
more.  

Greenwood covers 161 square miles of west Nottinghamshire from Mansfield in the north 
to Nottingham in the south and from Eastwood in the west to Farnsfield in the east. It joins 

historic Sherwood Forest in the Northeast and curves round to Attenborough in the 
southwest. 

The partnership is made up of Natural England, Forestry Commission, Ashfield, Mansfield 
and Newark & Sherwood District Councils, Broxtowe and Gedling Borough Councils, 
Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire County Council's who work together with other 
organisations to create a better environment for everyone. Greenwood is developing its 
rich mixture of woodlands, farmlands, and open spaces around our towns for people to 
use and cherish for generations to come. 

2.1.2 Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

The Local Biodiversity Action Plan for Nottinghamshire (LBAP) was published in 1998.  It 
is supported by a partnership of over 50 organisations involved in nature conservation, 
across the County.  Following the example of the UK BAP, the LBAP is made up of many 
habitat and species action plans containing the conservation targets for the County and 
how they may be achieved. 

2.2 Local Strategies and Policy STATEMENTS  

The following policies and statements are available on the council’s website 
www.mansfield.gov.uk  or by direct application to the Council offices in Mansfield. 

Please see contact details on back cover of this do cument.  

2.2.1 The Corporate Plan  

Our Corporate Plan highlights our vision for the District and the values which guide every 
aspect of our business.  Our corporate priorities are updated annually on 1 April to ensure 
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we are focusing on the issues which need tackling to make the District an even better 
place to live, work and visit.  

This plan informs you about what we want to achieve against our corporate priorities this 
year and features some of our accomplishments from the previous year. It also provides 
you with a summary of our performance and finances.  The Corporate Plan can be found 
on Mansfield District Council’s website www.mansfield.gov.uk   

Our Vision & Values: 

We want to create a positive image of Mansfield which supports people, businesses and 
investment in the area, and improves confidence, pride and dignity so that everyone can 
enjoy a good quality of life in their neighbourhood. 

Our values are: 

·  Excellence – Integrity – Teamwork – Empower and Involve – Passion and Pride 

Our corporate priorities are: 

·  A thriving, vibrant and sustainable district 

·  Strong, safe and resilient communities 

·  Clean and welcoming environment 

 2.2.2 The Big Picture – Mansfield Sustainable Community Strategy 2010-2020 

This Sustainable Community Strategy has been produced by the Mansfield Area Strategic 
Partnership (MASP) in conjunction with Mansfield District Council.  It is the overarching 
strategic plan for the District of Mansfield and links directly both to regional plans and 
strategies and to the plans developed at community and neighbourhood level.  The 
strategy builds on the first ‘Big Picture’ Community Strategy 2003, as listed in previous 
management plan updates.  The Big Picture can be found at www.mansfield.gov.uk   

Our vision for the District of Mansfield: 

“A Mansfield District where everyone enjoys a good quality of life, with confidence, 
pride and dignity, and which attracts people, busin ess, and investment to our area.” 

The strategy identifies seven priorities: 

1. A Safer Mansfield – reducing crime & antisocial behaviour 

2. Children & Young People – achieving their potential 

3. Our Economic Prosperity – prosperous & thriving economy 

4. Our Town Centre – vibrant & successful 

5. A Healthier Mansfield – health & wellbeing for all 

6. Stronger Communities – confident & content 
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7. Environmental Sustainability – a greener Mansfield District Council 

These seven priorities often have common links and cross-cutting issues.  Individual plans 
have been co-ordinated and implemented to make sure these are properly addressed.  For 
example, the quality and use of Mansfield’s parks and open spaces directly support these 
priorities by having specific objectives to: 

·  Provide facilities for Young People 

·  Reduce obesity 

·  Encourage participation in sports and leisure activities 

·  Support biodiversity and the natural environment 

·  Support action on climate change 

·  Maintain air quality 

2.2.3   Cultural strategy 

The culture of a society is the result of many factors and influences. Its history, heritage, 
environment, industry, religious belief, customs, climate, and geographical location all 
describe an area’s ‘culture’ and shape the way which people think and act. The opportunity 
to enjoy, and participate in, cultural experiences also affect the way in which people 
develop and behave.  It relates to a community’s values and attitudes, and what defines 
where we live, how we live and what makes life worth living (DCMS, 2000). As such 
‘leisure time’ activities which play a key part in people’s lives are central to the area’s 
culture. 

The Cultural Strategy is the ‘high level’ cultural plan for the district linking directly to the 
Sustainable Community Strategy, the overarching strategic plan for the area which, in turn, 
links to county wide and regional plans, and to neighbourhood level plans. 

Our Vision for Culture is: 

“A vibrant and active community where cultural oppo rtunities and experiences play 
a major role in individual and community well-being , and contribute to a healthy, 
sustainable and prosperous district.”  

The Cultural Strategy provides a broad assessment of a range of cultural opportunity 
available throughout the district including: 

·  Arts, entertainment and heritage 

·  Parks, open space and public space 

·  Sport and physical activity 

·  Tourism and the creative industries 
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It seeks to develop a cultural vision which is owned by all agencies, organisations and 
individuals with an interest in developing and delivering cultural opportunity for the District. 

The strategy: 

·  Demonstrates the importance of developing culture within the district in order to 
contribute to the delivery of local, regional and national policies and strategies.   

·  Establishes a high level vision and series of strategic aims to inform the delivery of 
current, and potential, providers of cultural opportunity, and of other local 
stakeholders. 

·  Facilitates greater effectiveness in the delivery of cultural development by 
integrating cultural planning within wider planning structures to address shared 
priorities and maximise partnership resources. 

2.2.4 Local Development Scheme (LDS) 

The Local Development Scheme (LDS). The LDS is made up of a number of Local 
Development Documents that will make up the Local Plan, when documents will be 
produced and when residents can expect to get involved. A LDS is required under section 
15 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended by the Localism Act 
2011)  

The LDS will contain policies on a wide range of issues including those relating to all forms 
of open space. Relevant development documents and maps will specify areas of open 
space to be safeguarded from development not associated with its recreational use. As 
part of evidence base to inform the LDS the Council have completed a Parks Strategy and 
Playing Pitch Strategy which sets out standards and requirements for a variety of open 
spaces throughout the district.  

 

Until such time as the Local Development Documents are produced the saved policies 
within the Local Plan will remain as the relevant guidance. New Local Plans are currently 
undergoing a district wide consultation and until adopted the current Local Plan applies.  

The following policies affect The Carrs LNR 

“Planning permission will not be granted for developments which would lead to the loss of 
major public open space areas and local parks…unless they would enhance the facility for 
recreational use” (LT1 - Mansfield District Local Plan) 

The historical importance of the site is recognized by its inclusion within The LNR 
Conservation Area. This is a statutory designation and specific conservation policies apply: 

“Conservation area designation is not a mechanism for prohibiting change, but rather it 
ensures that change is carried out sensitively and in a manner sympathetic to the 
character of the area. The District Council is committed to ensuring that development 
within conservation areas is to the benefit of the local environment. It will use its 
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development control and other powers in a firm but positive way to ensure a high standard 
of design and development in all conservation areas.” (Mansfield District Local Plan) 

“Planning permission will not be granted for developments that would prevent strategic 
routes for walkers, horse riders and cyclists, including associated areas of informal space, 
unless acceptable alternatives are provided.” (M12 (A) – Mansfield District Local Plan): 

2.2.5 Parks and Open Spaces Strategy 

The Parks and Green Spaces Strategy 2017 – 2027 was approved in June 2017 and sets 
out our vision and priorities in how we manage our parks and green spaces over the next 
10 years.   

2.2.6 Environmental Policy Statement 

The council is committed to protecting and enhancing the local environment and promoting 
a good quality of life for people today and for future generations. For the policy as it relates 
to this park please see (Appendix 2). 

2.2.7 Crime and Disorder – Community Safety 

The Community Safety Team undertakes a range of activities designed to reduce crime 
and disorder and improve community safety through the Anti-Social Behaviour Team, the 
Neighbourhood Warden Service and CCTV operation. The Team is also responsible for 
liaising with the MDC’s key partners in this area e.g. the Mansfield Partnership against 
Crime (MPAC), and the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP). 

The team play a major part in the enforcement of the Council’s Zero Tolerance Policy with 
regards to Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) and Environmental Crime issues. Neighbourhood 
policing is coordinated between the Police, Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) 
and Neighbourhood Wardens. The team’s work very closely with the Parks staff, keeping 
them informed them of any Acceptable Behaviour Contracts or Anti-Social Behaviour 
Order (ASBO’s) within their area. Notice of any ASBO’s being issued, are also displayed 
on the parks information boards. 

This links to Corporate Plan priorities, Sustainable Community Strategy targets around ‘A 

Safer Mansfield’. Local Area Agreement Priority, MDC has a statutory duty to reduce crime 

and disorder in the Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

2.2.8 Crime and Disorder – Community Safety 

The Community Safety Team undertake a range of activities designed to reduce crime and 
disorder and improve community safety through the Anti-Social Behaviour Team, the 
Neighbourhood Warden Service and CCTV operation. The Team is also responsible for 
liaising with the MDC’s key partners in this area e.g. the Mansfield Partnership against 
Crime (MPAC), and the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP). 

The team play a major part in the enforcement of the Council’s Zero Tolerance Policy with 
regards to Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) and Environmental Crime issues. Neighbourhood 
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policing is coordinated between the Police, Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) 
and Neighbourhood Wardens. The team’s works very closely with the Parks staff, keeping 
them informed them of any Acceptable Behaviour Contracts or Anti-Social Behaviour 
Order (ASBO’s) within their area. Notice of any ASBO’s being issued, are also displayed 
on the parks information boards. 

The introduction of the new ASB Crime & Policing Act 2014 on the 20th October has seen 
a reform of the anti-social behaviour powers that both the local authority and the police 
have at their disposal. These have been streamlined from 19 powers into just 6 and will 
enable more effective partnership working, with both internal and external partners going 
forward. They will be managed through the monthly Crime & Disorder group. 

This links to Corporate Plan priorities, Sustainabl e Community Strategy target 

around ‘A Safer Mansfield’. Local Area Agreement Pr iority, MDC has a statutory 

duty to reduce crime and disorder in the Crime & Di sorder Act 1998. 

2.2.9 Neighbourhood Wardens 

The Community Safety Team undertakes a range of activities designed to reduce crime 
and disorder and improve community safety through the Anti-Social Behaviour Team, the 
Neighbourhood Warden Service and CCTV operation. The team is also responsible for 
liaising with MDC’s key partners in this area e.g. the Mansfield Partnership against Crime 
(MPAC), and the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP). 

The team play a major part in the enforcement of the Council’s Zero Tolerance Policy with 
regards to Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) and Environmental Crime issues. Neighbourhood 
policing is coordinated between the Police, Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) 
and Neighbourhood Wardens. The team’s works very closely with the Parks staff, keeping 
them informed of any Acceptable Behaviour Contracts or Anti-Social Behaviour Order 
(ASBO’s) / Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBO’s) within their area. Notice of any ASBO’s / 
CBO’s that have been issued, are also displayed on the parks information boards. 

The introduction of the new ASB Crime & Policing Act 2014 on the 20th October 2014 has 
seen a reform of the anti-social behaviour powers that both the local authority and the 
police have at their disposal. These have been streamlined from 19 powers into just 6 and 
will enable more effective partnership working, with both internal and external partners 
going forward. They will be managed through the monthly Crime & Disorder group. 

1 This links to Corporate Plan priorities, ‘Strong,  safe and resilient communities’ 
Local Area Agreement Priority, MDC has a statutory duty to reduce crime and 
disorder in the Crime & Disorder Act 1998. 

Neighbourhood Warden Service 

The warden service covers the entire district with each of the 19 polling wards being 
assigned a designated warden for the area. The wardens work very closely with parks staff 
but are mainly focused on evening patrols when most anti-social behaviour (ASB) occurs. 
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They are in routine contact with the Police, CCTV and the Council’s Contact Centre, 
ensuring they are in the right place at the right time to focus on local problems/hotspots. 

All wardens are authorised enforcement officers of the council and have the powers to 
issue fixed penalty notices (FPN’s) for environmental issues such as littering, dog fouling 
and other offences such as fly posting and graffiti. Wardens are also accredited by 
Nottinghamshire Police, this gives them additional tools including powers to confiscate 
alcohol and tobacco from juveniles, remove untaxed vehicles and the ability to issue police 
Penalty Notices for Disorder (PND’s) for offences such as Public Order, sale/supply of 
alcohol to juveniles and Firework offences to name a few. The service is reviewed annually 
by the police under the Community Safety Accreditation Scheme (CSAS) to ensure 
consistency in service and are re-accredited every 3 years. 

All proceeds from FPN’s issued for littering, dog fouling, graffiti and other enviro-crime 
fines in the Mansfield district are put directly back into other environmental enforcement or 
education initiatives. 

Anyone wishing to report anti-social behaviour, dog fouling, fly tipping, graffiti, untaxed or 
abandoned vehicles are able to call the 24hr Anti-social Behaviour Hotline on 01623 
460144 or e-mail neighbourhoodwardens@mansfield.gov.uk , alternatively  if the wish 
to report excessive litter or graffiti in their neighbourhood, residents are encouraged to call 
the Council’s hotline 01623 463463 or email grimebusters@mansfield.gov.uk . 

The Carrs LNR has a Designated Public Place Order (DPPO). This means that an Order is 
in place that states if people are consuming alcohol within this area and are causing a 
nuisance to other park users or it is believed that they may cause nuisance, a warden, 
police officer or PCSO can request that the individual surrenders the alcohol, if they fail to 
do so, officers have the power to confiscate the alcohol, and issue a PND to the individual 
for breaching DPPO. Failure to pay this fine may result in court action where the individual, 
if found guilty could face a maximum fine of £500 and a criminal record. Drinking within the 
LNR has been a problem previously and is monitored by parks staff, wardens and police 
who work closely together to reduce disorder caused by drinking.  

The wardens attend a number of community events annually that are held on parks 
throughout the district and distributed literature and offered advice on both ASB and 
environmental issues. 

The wardens continue to run the restorative justice programme whereby young people, 
under the age of 18, caught committing an environmental crime are given the option of 
either taking part in supervised 1hour litter pick, or paying the £75 fixed penalty. 
Restorative justice programmes take place approx. once a month throughout the year. 

Clean Neighbourhood and Environments Act (CNEA) 200 5  

Dog fouling continues to be a regular source of complaints from the public. In response to 
these complaints a neighbourhood warden service assigned a dedicated warden to be a 
Parks Champion. The Parks Champion role began in April 2015 and involved a warden 
being assigned a council vehicle so that they are able to travel to any park/open space 
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across the district in order to respond to requests for service from members of the public 
and also target hotspot / problem areas. These additional patrols along with the everyday 
high visibility patrols that the neighbourhood wardens carry out, act as a deterrent and we 
have seen decreases in complaints as the year has gone on. 

Recognition 

As a result of the continued high level of service provided to the residents, schools and 
businesses within the district, the warden service has been recognised for this by being 
awarded the Charter investors in best practice award for a second time. This is something 
that we as a service pride ourselves on and it is fantastic to have this recognised, 
particularly as we are one of only four warden services throughout the country to achieve 
this charter. 

2.2.11 Equalities Policy Statement 

At Mansfield District Council we are committed to equality and diversity in everything we 
do. The Council strives to provide the best possible services to the diverse communities of 
the Mansfield District. We aim to be a community leader and an effective corporate body 
which recognises and responds to the different needs of our community – those who visit, 
live or work in our district. To meet those needs we aim to develop and maintain a safe 
and sustainable community for everyone. 

The Council complies with The Equality Act 2010, which replaces previous anti-
discrimination laws with a single act.  The public sector Equality Duty came into force on 
5th April 2011 and applies to all public bodies carrying out functions.  Under the Act, 
Mansfield District Council has a duty to: 

·  Eliminate unlawful discrimination harassment and victimisation  

·  Advance equality of opportunity between people who share protected 
characteristics and people who do not  

·  Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and 
people who do not. 

The Act covers nine characteristics, which cannot be used as a reason to treat people 
unfairly.  These are: 

·  Age  

·  Disability  

·  Gender Reassignment  

·  Marriage and Civil Partnership  

·  Pregnancy and Maternity  

·  Race  
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·  Religion or Belief  

·  Sex  

·  Sexual Orientation  

Mansfield District Council has a specific priority linking to the equality agenda: 

·  Vulnerable People – supporting the most vulnerable people in our district to help 
them live independent and fulfilled lives  

  2.2.12 PPG17 Open Space, Sport and Recreation 

PPG17 describes the role of the planning system in assessing opportunities and needs for 
sport and recreational provisions and safeguarding open space that has recreational 
value. The guidance observes that it is of part of the function of the planning system to 
ensure that, through the preparation of development plans, adequate land and water 
resources are allocated for organised sport and informal recreation. 

It states that local planning authorities should take account of the community’s need for 
recreational space, having regard to current levels of provision and deficiencies and 
resisting pressures for development of open space where such development would conflict 
with the wider public interest. 
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3.0 Site Description 

3.1 Location/Facilities – The Carrs LNR 

The site lies within half a mile from Market Warsop town centre in the direction of 
Meden Vale. 

 

3.1.1 The Carrs LNR is listed by Natural England as ‘an ‘urban fringe site with wet 
deciduous woodland, scrub, grassland and pond habitats along the River Meden’.  
 
3.1.2 The site covers an area of approximately 5.6 hectares, and due to the nature of 
the site, which straddles either side of the River Meden, is long and narrow. The site 
comprises a diversity of habitat types including grassland, willow carr (woodland & 
scrub), hawthorn scrub and open water.  
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3.1.3 The site comprises a Local Wildlife Site (LWS), known as Warsop Recreation 
Ground LWS. The LWS covers approximately half of the total area of The Carrs 
LNR; from the footbridge close to the Telephone Exchange, to the very western LNR 
boundary. The boundaries of both the LWS and the LNR are illustrated on Figure 4.1 
on page 10 of this report.  
 
3.1.4 The Carrs is potentially the middle link in a chain of nature reserves extending 
down the River Meden, with The Bottoms LNR at Meden Vale, approximately 700m 
to the north-east, and Sookholme Hills and Holes SSSI about 350m to the west 
(further details in Table 4.1). The River Meden connects all three sites, providing a 
wildlife corridor. There are a number of nearby woodlands that adjoin the site often 
connected to The Carrs by field boundaries (hedgerows).  
 
3.2 Access  
 
3.2.1 The Carrs LNR is part of a much larger area of public open space totalling 14 
hectares, servicing the communities of Market Warsop and Church Warsop. There 
are several areas of housing close to the site (including new housing), making the 
area a popular recreation resource.  
 
3.2.2 There are a number of formal access points along the A60 which runs along 
the eastern boundary. A tarmac footpath runs the length of the LNR along the 
southern side of the river. On the northern side of the river are a series of hard 
surfaced footpaths. Access to these is through the car park to the north, and across 
a small footbridge located behind the telephone exchange on ‘The Willows’. There is 
a second footbridge on Stonebridge Lane; this is not part of the LNR, but allows easy 
access on to the site. The system of well-maintained flat footpaths has established 
links to public rights of way leading to nearby villages.  
 
3.3 Visitors and Usage  
 
The Carrs provides for a wide range of leisure and conservation uses – informal 
activities such as walking, dog walking, picnicking and play. The open space allows 
a number of sports to be played due to the large expanse of open space available. 
There is opportunity for a wide range of educational activities focused around natural 
history, the arts, local history and geology. 
 
A survey in 2013 identified approximately 48,000 visitors attended the park 
throughout the year; this is an increase of approximately 5,000 since 2010.  
The Carrs is the home to the annual Warsop Carnival which boasts attendances in 
excess of 8,000. The carnival is managed by the Warsop Carnival Committee, which 
is responsible for the arrangements of the event throughout the year.  
 
The Carrs, situated close to the local Church and with excellent views of the willows 
and pond is probably one of the most photographed open spaces in the district. 
Wedding photos taken on The Carrs are widely posted on websites which in turn 
provides an excellent advertisement of The Carrs itself. 
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3.4 Partner Organisations  
 
These are Mansfield District Council , Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust , the Local 
Friends Group (‘Friends of The Carrs ’) & the Warsop Footpaths and Countryside 
Group (WFCG)  
 
3.5   MARKETING AND PROMOTION 

 
Regular updates via the web site and additional information, surveys etc. are 
available, this enables the advertising of events, activities at Carrs LNR. The web 
pages are the easiest and cheapest way of getting information out to local residents 
and those from further afield. Within the web pages is the ability to download maps 
of the site as well as any promotional leaflets, event details or other information. 

 
As part of our endeavour to improve marketing and promotion of the LNR, there are 
further posters and other information available and displayed on the noticeboards on 
site; these will be linked with our efforts to retain our key users for the site as well as 
trying to encourage new users to the LNR. Social Media is now used to promote the 
LNR and the activities and events within the LN R. 
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4.0 MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 
 
4.0.1 The Management of the Carrs LNR is the responsibility of Parks Service. 

There is a dedicated parks maintenance team who undertake all horticultural 
/conservation and routine maintenance work within the LNR.  Within the Parks 
Service workforce there are further skills which can also be called on and this 
is co-ordinated by the Parks & Development Manager.  All events and 
activities on site are co-ordinated by the Parks Development Officer and 
supported by the MDC events officer. 

 
4.0.2 The section is led by the Parks and Development Manager. The role is:- 
 

1. To organise and manage the grounds contracting function. 
2. To organise the policy aspect of both parks and leisure functions including 

the review, monitoring and action of the Parks & Open Spaces Strategy. 
3. To control, develop and implement effective systems for contract 

management and control of income. 
 
4.0.3 Day to day park management and maintenance is the responsibility of the 

Parks and Development Manager with support from a Parks Supervisor.  This 
post covers the whole district, which is divided into two sections both of which 
are managed by the Supervisor and further divided into a series of teams 
under Area Team Leaders. At the Carrs the responsibility for the LNR comes 
under a Team Leader with support from a mobile maintenance team. General 
maintenance works are completed by the Grounds Staff. (See Appendices 5, 
6 and 7) for a copy of the maintenance regime and a work schedule used by 
staff) Particular staff within the district has specific expertise which can be 
called on for specific duties. The relevant skills available for the Carrs LNR 
are Arboriculture Officer; Spraying Specialist; Handy Man; Playground 
Inspector.  

 
4.0.4 The Parks Development Officer (PDO) is responsible for development, 

funding, improvements and promotion of the districts parks and open spaces 
with particular responsibility for the Carrs LNR. 

 
This is a key role in development of the park, particular roles at the Carrs 
being:- 

 
·  To project manage minor parks development schemes including budget 

control. 
·  To research and produce parks promotional literature in liaison with PR 

department. 
·  To coordinate and update events programme including administration. 
·  To organise events ensuring compliance with health and safety legislation 

and licensing 
·  To liaise with community groups in relation to the use of parks/LNR’s and 

to assist with community development 
·  To attend and assist with events held in parks/LNR’s 
·  To assist with nature conservation, interpretation and education 
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·  To assist the Parks and Development Manager in achieving accreditation 
in quality initiatives; including Green Flag. 

 
4.0.5 It is envisaged that through supporting the Friends of The Carrs and other  

voluntary groups, the authority will be able to bring the local population into 
the management and running of the park. 
 

 
4.1 Staff Structure  
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Parks Development 
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5.0 FINANCE AND RESOURCES 

The council currently provides funding for management work and maintenance on all 
parks and open spaces within the district: 

5.0.1 REVENUE COSTING 
 

Feature  2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 
      
Cleaning  (Buildings)  1560.00     
      
Fire Safety Checks  390.00     
      
Grassland Management       
Hand Mowing  1,794.50     
Triple Mowing  369.60     
Tractor Rotary Mowing    19,302.58     
Tractor Flail  390.00     
Tractor cut and remove  3,759.21     
      
Litter Bin Collection  2,262.00     
      
Litter Pick by hand  702.00     
      
Sweep Paths  477.36     
      
Bench/Seat Maintenance  633.46     
      
War Memorial Maintenance  190.35     
      
Playground Herbicide  48.00     
      
Playground Inspections  965.25     
      
Shrub Bed Maintenance  398.97     
      
Shrub Bed Herbicide App  124.00     
      
Shrub Pruning  67.20     
      
Tree/Woodland Maintenance  710.00     
      

TOTALS 34,144.48     
 

* A 2.5% increase each year is estimated* 
 

5.0.2 FUNDING 
 
Capital funding 
  
Since July 2014 there has been a considerable amount capital funding spent to 
improve The Carrs LNR. This includes £65k in the summer of 2015 used to de-silt 
the Mill Pond with further funds used to install new litter bins and benches around the 
LNR. In 2017 £15k was made available to resurface the footpath running along the 
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Mill Pond and river Meden and further funds are being made available for de-silting 
the silt trap during 2018. 
External Funding 
 
In 2014/5 the Friends of The Carrs secured £50k heritage lottery funding to clear 
back overgrowth on the island in the Mill Pond, install new fishing platforms, creation 
of a dipping pond and providing support to promote fishing and creation of a fishing 
club.  

Section 106 contributions.   

There are a number of residential developments being constructed locally all of 
which will generate S106 contributions for The Carrs LNR in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



��   

 

6.0 VISION 
 
THE CARRS LNR WILL PROVIDE AN LNR WITH EXCELLENT FA CILITIES 
THROUGHOUT, WITH THE AIM TO ENSURE ALL CUSTOMERS FE EL THE 
BENEFITS OF ITS FACILITIES, LANDSCAPE AND ENVIRONME NT NOW AND IN 
THE FUTURE 
 
The Council accepts the responsibility, working with its local residents and partners, 
to maintain and further develop the site’s assets for the enjoyment of everyone 
visiting the park.  Physically the LNR improves the outlook for both established and 
newer residents and local businesses in the area; the LNR is seen as the ideal site 
to establish an ongoing and mutually beneficial relationship with different members 
of the community promoting community cohesion, health and wellbeing. 
 
It has and will provide an opportunity to have formal and informal events, to raise 
funds for the LNR itself and other local needs. 
 
To confirm the commitment of all involved, the management and maintenance of the 
park will follow the criteria required to apply for and achieve Green Flag status for the 
LNR over the coming years. 
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7.0 ANALYSIS AND ASSESSMENT 
 
7.1      Site Assessment  
 
The lnr has been assessed using the SWOT analysis and under the Green Flag 
standards criteria. 
 
The strengths of the site lie within its physical attributes; excellent facilities and 
landscape features which are well maintained by full time staff. The LNR offers a 
wide range of activities and excellent landscapes. The LNR since the award of its 
first Green Flag Award in 2016/17 has been further developed and will continue to be 
developed and improved long term. The LNR which also has the capabilities of 
providing football and rugby on site is mainly loved by locals and visitors alike for its 
superb pond/riverside and woodland walks, wildflower meadows, fishing, dog 
walking and events throughout the year. The Carrs is host to the Warsop Carnival, 
an annual event where the local community and visitors can enjoy a day of 
entertainment and activities. The Warsop Carnival takes place in early July with over 
8,000 attending the event throughout the day. 
 
Fishing in the Mill Pond is available and well catered for with the recycled plastic 
platforms providing access for all to fish which can be done by purchasing a day or 
season ticket from the volunteer bailiffs on site. The bailiffs were set on as part of the 
HLF in 2014/15 and support the Friends of the Carrs with fishing fees going back to 
the group funds. 
 
The Carrs provides a superb green corridor linking Mansfield, some 8 miles away to 
Mansfield Woodhouse, through to the Spion Kop, Hills and Hollows, Carr Lane Park. 
On reaching The Carrs the green corridor continues along the river Meden to Meden 
Vale and onto Rufford Park. 
 
In the spring of 2016 a local catering company applied for concessions on the LNR’s 
car park to take on a mobile catering van daily throughout the year. This has further 
increased visitor numbers and has become a community hub where people meet. 
This has also increased customer interest and involvement on site and has been a 
tremendous benefit by improving disposal of litter and reducing ASB on site. 
 
7.1.1 A Welcoming Place  
  
The LNR is very welcoming and much loved open space, of high 
ecological/conservation value, located near Warsop Town Centre, the overall feel is 
welcoming. The main entrance to the LNR is off the busy A60 and next to St Peter 
and St Paul’s Parish Church. The Church is the main focus across the LNR and 
provided excellent scenic views for photos and filming. The car park is also situated 
off the A60 and is free of charge to use and managed by Mansfield District Council.  

 
There are three additional entrances to the LNR all are accessible for all abilities. 
There are no barriers to access and the LNR does not suffer from problems with 
motorcycles or cyclists abusing the footpath system. The LNR has open pedestrian 
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access 24/7 with vehicle access from the car park at the A60 entrance, this access is 
closed to traffic other than authorised traffic. 
The LNR is approximately 10 minutes’ walk from Warsop Town Centre.. 

 
There are two noticeboards on metal frames located near at the car park (A60) 
entrance and two interpretation panels located at the wildflower meadow.  

 
Well surfaced macadam routes are provided around the LNR laid out when the LNR 
was first established. The footpath links move to a crushed stone surface linking the 
LNR with the nearby Carr Lane Park and a further shredded bark chippings form the 
footpath to the rear of the bunded wetland area of the LNR. 
 
7.1.2 Healthy, Safe & Secure 

 
The maintenance schedule  (grounds maintenance software called Contender) 
ensures regular maintenance and checks (See Appendix 5 & 6) and the Works 
Schedule (see Appendix 7) should ensure no health risk to the public from 
accumulated debris, damage or faeces. Dog fouling or littering are not major issues 
on site mainly due to the presence of maintenance staff, dog wardens and mobile 
wardens and general public. 

 
The schedule includes a weekly inspection of the children’s play area by a full time 
playground inspector employed by MDC, accompanied by an annual independent 
inspection. Repairs are carried out as identified by the weekly inspections and any 
equipment deemed unfit to use is taken out of use until repairs are completed. 
 
Risk assessments, safe codes of working practices and COSHH assessments are 
available to MDC staff and contractors working for MDC, these are adhered too at all 
times by both internal and external contractors. Events also come under scrutiny in 
the form of event management plans and police notification forms which must be 
presented and approved at least six weeks before each event.  
 
Monthly water testing for legionella takes place in house on a monthly basis and by 
external contractors quarterly with records kept on site and at the main depot office. 

 
Threats to the LNR are vandalism (theft and damage to the stone elements/valuable 
metal elements). Reporting and repairs of damage are carried out as explained in 
(Appendix 5). Rewards are sought from Crime Stoppers and publicised to encourage 
members of the public to come forward with any details relating to the issue. 
 
The LNR suffers from occasional graffiti, mainly on the playground equipment. 
Reporting and repairs of damage are carried out as explained in (Appendix 5). All 
graffiti removal chemicals are sourced from a company called Nordic Ltd who 
specialise in environmentally friendly chemicals which removes the graffiti effectively 
but does no harm to the environment or the material it is being used on. 

 
Anti-Social Behaviour on the LNR occurs generally in the evenings is now tackled by 
the Mobile Neighbourhood Warden Service. See Sections 2.3.7 and 2.3.8 and 
section 9.2 in the action plan. There are also PCSO’s who have access to the 
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pavilion to use as a point of call and base. Damage due to ASB is reported to the 
Police and crime numbers issued. Rates of ASB are relatively low in the area.  

 
Any necessary repairs are carried out by Mansfield District Council’s in house repairs 
teams unless it requires a specialist contractor, who is normally locally sourced. 
 
The Friends group’s activities and work days encourage a community presence on 
site especially at the weekends and locals are very happy to report incidents to the 
relevant authorities.  
 
7.1.3 Clean & Well Maintained  
 
The Carrs has changing room facilities which are cleaned on a weekly basis and 
where required daily, Mansfield District Council repairs teams repair buildings both 
interior and exterior where appropriate and contractors used for larger specialist 
projects. Daily/weekly inspections of any features are carried out (see Works 
Schedule in Appendix 7) by members of the maintenance staff and ongoing 
maintenance issues are addressed as and when they occur, this keeps the LNR in a 
visually pleasing, clean and tidy condition. All tasks are been risk assessed and risk 
assessments are available at each location, staff are urged to undertake dynamic 
risk assessments whilst working on site. 

 
The introduction of the grounds maintenance software package (contender) to 
improve management techniques has improved the efficiency of maintenance. 
Contender was introduced in April 2012; this covers all aspects of the grounds 
maintenance schedule (see appendix 11).   

 
Cleaning of the pavilion is incorporated in the works schedule.  
 
 
7.1.4 Sustainability 
 
Peat composts have not used by the Council for a number of years and green waste 
arising from maintenance works are recycled and used directly on the LNR or on 
other parks, open spaces or LNR’S. Native species (of local provenance) are used in 
future additions to the wildflower meadows with wildflower plugs from Naturescape 
used when required. The council have adopted and are implementing sustainable 
codes of practice in the procurement of goods and services, (e.g. recycled, FSC, 
peat –free, fair-trade, low energy products and energy from renewable sources); and 
the design, refurbishment and construction of council owned properties. 

 
All compostable materials are composted at the nearby depot (although an area for 
composting within the LNR is being investigated), composted materials are 
reintroduced onto site when available. Chipped materials also follow the same 
process as composted materials, chippings are reintroduced onto shrub and 
permanent planted areas as well as resurfacing some footpath links on the LNR. 
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7.1.5 Conservation & Heritage  
 
The Carrs LNR is located within the Market Warsop conservation area. Within the 
LNR are a number of Grade 2 listed structures, the weir and stonework and bridge 
forming part of the A60 from Mansfield to Worksop. Recent Heritage Lottery Funding 
was used to remove growth from the island, install new recycled plastic fishing 
platforms, create a pond dipping area with platform and to set up a fishing club for 
youngsters. The funding will be followed up with an additional HLF application for 
major works to the stonework on the bridge structure and weir/sluice where the aim 
is to reconstruct the weir/sluice mechanism to work as it previously worked when the 
mill was in operation.  

 
As the LNR sits within is a conservation area. Inspections take place on a weekly 
basis and managed sensitively with specialist certified contractors undertaking any 
necessary repairs. 
 
Following de-silting works in 2014, the silt was used on site to level out uneven 
surfaces and to create an amphitheatre which can be used for events or as an 
outdoor classroom. The area where the silt was stored until manageable to move 
forms the wetland area of the LNR, this area is one of a number of areas where 
natural springs are evident on site. 
     
Opportunities have been taken to enhance the ecological value of the LNR with the 
creation and subsequent enhancement of a wildflower meadow area and orchard 
with native apple and pear fruit tree species. Re-planting of the wildflower area near 
the river Meden is on-going with help from the friends group and local schools. 
 
The Environmental Policy 2010-2019 has also been written and adopted in full by the 
Parks Service (see Appendix 2) 
 
7.1.6 Community Involvement  
 
The Friends group has been running for approx. ten years and has a core 
membership of 12 committed individuals who make an invaluable contribution to the 
management of the LNR in one way or another. They have been widely consulted in 
the preparation of this management plan and produce an annual action plan 
themselves, identifying future works and planned events in partnership with the 
Council (see Appendix 3) the group are consulted on planned improvements during 
the infancy stage, this is done during the group meetings. The group raise their own 
funds from revenue generated by running stalls and selling hot beverages during the 
community events throughout the year; they also help support Council initiatives 
such as Green Flag and In Bloom. The Friends advertise their own events and 
activities and are supported by the Parks Development Officer.  
 
There is also the opportunity to promote the LNR as a community resource by 
encouraging more bookings for events and activities. 
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7.1.7 Marketing  
 
The Carrs LNR is promoted on the council web pages and the web pages are 
updated regularly by the MDC PR team, all parks web pages are amended regularly.  
(See Appendix 4) web address www.mansfield.gov.uk   
 
The use of twitter and Facebook are used frequently to promote all services that 
Mansfield District Council provides and from a Parks perspective this is a superb 
way and positive for parks to promote, inform and interact with our communities.   
 
The Parks Development Officer supports the Friends Group in marketing their events 
and they are very successful. A closer working relationship with our PR and 
marketing officers now enables us to market our parks more successfully, PR and 
marketing officers are informed of all events and activities on the LNR, information is 
then forwarded to local media/press and where appropriate added to our web pages, 
twitter and Facebook.  

 
The ward councillor for the park and Portfolio holder are informed of any events and 
activities, they regularly attend events and promote these to their constituents. This 
gives each event valuable support and encourages local residents to support the 
events on the park. 
 
Warsop Parish Council also promote the LNR, friends group and events with 
tremendous supports from the local community. 
 
7.1.8 Management  
 
The management plan for The Carrs LNR will help to focus efforts and fill in any 
gaps. The plan is reviewed annually and is focussed on improving the effectiveness 
and delivery of resources, the introduction of a grounds maintenance software 
package (contender) to improve management techniques has improved the 
efficiency of maintenance and inspections. 

 
Parks team meetings take place monthly with all frontline staff and management. 
The aim of the meetings is to keep staff well informed of any service changes, 
requirements and improvements as well as listening to frontline staff member’s 
issues and resolving them and taking suggestions and ideas in hand and 
implementing any of any value to improve the service and working practices. 
 
Work schedules are in place (see Appendix 7) and grounds maintenance standards 
are set high with the Grounds Maintenance Manual readily available for all staff (see 
appendix 11). Staff is trained to work on site in a competent and safe manner and 
monthly random quality checks are also now in place to ensure maintenance 
standards stay high and instructions are followed.         
 

The LNR has Green Flag status and we are committed to retaining the award for 
many years to come, by providing horticultural excellence, for all users to experience 
and enjoy. 
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7.2     SWOT Analysis  
 
The analysis and assessment should assist managers in taking the most appropriate 
actions over a set period, to achieve a balance between the needs of the site, the 
community, the corporate strategy and the resources available.  The main issues of 
concern in the LNR’s history are known.   
 
A SWOT analysis is a well-used management technique which clarifies the areas 
giving cause for concern and those which are delivering successfully. 
 
SWOT means: 
 

·  Strengths     
·  Opportunities 
·  Weaknesses 
·  Threats 

 
The SWOT analysis can be applied to a lesser or greater degree for whatever 
headings is chosen.  The following analysis focuses on the criteria of the Green Flag 
Award scheme. All areas are typical of most park and LNR sites. 
 
 
7.2.1 SWOT ANALYSIS 
  

A WELCOMING  PLACE  
Strengths  
 
·  well maintained 
·  varied facilities 
·  accessible for everyone 
·  close to Town Centre, brown signs on 

routes leading to site make locating 
the site easy 

·  good path surfaces 
·  good seating 
·  welcome to The Carrs signs on 

entrances 
·  car parking available on site 

 

Weaknesses  
 
·  occasional dog fouling issues 

  
 

 

Opportunities  
 
·  improved interpretation material using 

signs 
·  redesign more appropriate soft 

landscaping on car park entrance 
 
 
 
 

Threats  
 
·  vandalism 
·  environmental crime 
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HEALTHY SAFE AND SECURE  
Strengths  
 
·  response system in place and f/t 

member of staff for emergency repairs 
·  wardens patrol at varied times during 

the day 
·  community/bailiffs/ employees reports 

incidents 
·  monthly parks schedules (contender) 
 

Weaknesses  
 
·  openness of the site 
·  occasional vandalism 
 

Opportunities  
 
·  community presence, e.g. ‘park 

watch’ 
·  repair and monitor stone elements 
·  refurbish play area  
 

Threats  
 
·  anti-social behaviour e.g. vandalism, 

drinking of alcohol 
·  theft and damage to stone elements 
 

 
 

CLEAN AND WELL MAINTAINED  
Strengths  
 
·  well maintained facilities 
·  regular maintenance schedules 

established 
·  mobile team members of staff 
·  parks maintenance schedules 

(Contender) 
·  reputable contractors carry out 

stone/metal work repairs 
 

Weaknesses  
 
·  skill shortage. 

Opportunities  
 
·  education opportunities 
·  new parks staff to familiarise 

themselves with management plan 
maintenance schedule and contender 

Threats  
 
·  cuts in revenue budgets 

 
 

SUSTAINABILITY  
Strengths  
 
·  actively managed site 
·  peat free composts 
·  recycling of green waste on site and 

used on footpaths 
·  native species of local provenance 

(where practicable) to be used for 

Weaknesses  
 
·  poor interpretation about the value of 

the site 
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future additions to the soft 
landscaping 

·  parks maintenance schedule 
(contender) 
 

 
Opportunities  
 
·  work with community/schools on 

further recycling  and educational 
events and opportunities 

Threats  
 
·  abuse of the fabric  of the LNR 
·  general vandalism 
·  lack of community commitment 
·  lack of interest from local schools 
·  possible reduction of budgets 

 
 

CONSERVATION / HERITAGE 
Strengths  
 
·  robust grounds schedule 
·  heritage LNR with listed historical 

features e.g. weir/bridge 
·  part of a Conservation Area 
·  community orchard 
·  wildflower meadows 

 

Weaknesses  
 
·  local environmental value only 
·  theft and damage to historical features 
 

Opportunities  
 
·  increase diversity within the LNR e.g. 

wildflower areas, community orchard 
and trees 

·  bird/bat boxes 
·  promote conservation/heritage value 

on site 
 

Threats  
 
·  vandalism 
·  lack of maintenance 
·  lack of vision 
·  loss of commitment 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
Strengths  
 
·  active and established friends group 
·  friends group have an established 

activities programme and also help 
with improvements 

·  events and activities with volunteers 
·  school involvement in various 

educational activities i.e. (bulb  and 
tree planting) 
 

Weaknesses  
 
·  lack of commitment from some parts of 

the community 



��   

Opportunities  
 
·  encourage more schools to use the 

LNR for educational activities and 
fishing club 

·  review publicity of events and suggest 
improvement 

·  improve marketing of all events 
 

Threats  
 
·  commitment from the Authority 
·  commitment from the Friends group 

 
 
 

MARKETING 
Strengths  
 
·  local people know of the site 
·  advertised on council website 
·  community events 
·  individual marketing strategy 
·  My Mansfield reaching district wide 

audience.  
·  social media  

Weaknesses  
 
·  there is at present no overall marketing 

strategy for council parks 
 

Opportunities  
 
·  to link with other events in the District 
·  write a marketing strategy for parks 

and open spaces 
·  support the Friends Group in 

marketing their activities 
 

Threats  
 
·  lack of strategy 
·  lack of committed resources to 

marketing 
·  lack of officer time 
 

 
MANAGEMENT 

Strengths  
 
·  regular management input 
·  parks strategy 2017/2027 
·  green infrastructure plan 
·  achieved Green Flag Status  
·  experienced and dedicated parks staff 
·  good apprenticeship system  
 

Weaknesses  
 
·  achieving the aims of the strategy 

within the timescales and budgets 

Opportunities  
 
·  gaining Green Flag Award and use as 

a tool to improve service delivery 
·  establish school and other group use 

of site 

Threats  
 
·  decrease in dedicated and skilled staff 
·  cuts in revenue funding 
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8.0    AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Following the SWOT analysis, a set of aims and associated objectives have been developed, which will help to fulfil the vision for 
the park. The aims and objectives are listed below and within the Action Plan (Section 9) which will deliver these aims and 
objectives following the analysis and assessment in section 7. 
 
 
 
AIMS OBJECTIVES 

 
8.1 A Welcoming Place:  

·  Create a welcoming 
park 

·  Establish The Carrs 
LNR as a site of 
excellence 

8.1.1 Maintain all access, pathways, fencing, equipment and gates in good order mindful of Disability 
Discrimination Act 1995 and visitor and staff safety. 

8.1.2 Provide and encourage access for all where feasible. 
8.1.3 Provide interpretative information at agreed points within the site. 
8.1.4 Provide operational information at the main entrance to the site. 
8.1.5 General grounds maintenance including litter, cleanliness and safety checks to be carried out to 

agreed standard with operative staff. As per grounds maintenance schedule. 
8.2 Healthy, Safe & Secure:  

·  Ensure that the LNR is 
safe and secure 

8.2.1 Publicise appropriate contact with the Council 
8.2.2 Encourage officer participation in any local group on anti-social behaviour in parks and green 

spaces, i.e. enviro crime reduction 
8.2.3 Develop relationship with neighbourhood wardens and police 
8.2.4 Publicise the Health and Safety Policy with all staff and monitor 
8.2.6 Ensure weekly inspections recorded of all play equipment and facilities.  
8.2.7 Dog fouling issues to be regularly addressed and assessed 

8.3 Clean & well maintained:  
·  Ensure that the LNR 

and facilities are clean 
and well maintained. 

·  Increase number of litter 
bins available onsite 
 

8.3.1 Maintain all accesses, pathways, fencing, equipment and gates in good order mindful of DDA 
and visitor and staff safety. 

8.3.2 Grounds maintenance to be carried out to contract specification ensuring a high standard of 
maintenance of all features.  

8.3.3 Regular graffiti inspections, reports and remedial action to be completed and undertaken by staff 
8.3.4 Provide interpretive information at various locations throughout the site. 
8.3.5 Maintain and enhance environmental diversity 
8.3.6 Develop training opportunities in good horticultural practice 

  8.3.7 Install litter bins – funding permitting  
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8.4 Sustainability:  
·  Ensure sustainable 

management of 
resources 

8.4.1 Ensure environmental policies are in place and reviewed annually 
8.4.2 Research appropriate grounds maintenance machinery and techniques towards a greener 

service 

8.5 Conservation & Heritage:  
·  Preserve & enhance the 

existing historic fabric of 
the LNR 

6.5.1 All existing features to be maintained in their present condition 
8.5.2 All damage to be repaired 
8.5.3 Any future development to be in historic context. 
8.5.4 Maintain and enhance biodiversity e.g. wildflower area, orchard, wetland area 

8.6 Community Involvement:  
·  Encourage use and 

involvement of local 
people 

·  Establish the LNR as a 
local learning resource 

8.6.1 Ensure a high profile of the LNR locally and county wide 
8.6.2 Support local groups e.g. ‘Friends of The Carrs’ 
8.6.3 Develop a programme of activities with friends group and local schools 
8.6.4 Provide good interpretation throughout 
8.6.3 Encourage use by schools, colleges and interested groups 
8.6.4 Promote the education value of the LNR and what environmental benefits it provides 

8.7 Marketing:  
·  Establish The Carrs 

LNR as a major visitor 
attraction within the 
area. 

8.7.1 Build local awareness through the use of social media 
8.7.2 Promote the LNR through MDC PR for events, activities and exhibitions 
8.7.3 Raise awareness through continuous updates and additions on web pages, local press and 

newsletters 

8.8 Management:  
·  Ensure a viable financial 

base for maintenance 
and development works  

8.8.1 Ensure that a co-ordinated, cohesive and flexible management structure is in place with annual 
reviews linked to staff appraisals, budgets, skills assessments and resource availability. 

8.8.2 Identify requirements for any additional financial support and pursue any relevant grants, Section 
106 funding opportunities 

8.8.3 Instigate monthly work programmes for operative staff and volunteers  
8.8.4 Submit entry for Green Flag status yearly 
8.8.5 Inform other service areas of their responsibility to deliver services that impact on the site 

 

 

 

 



��   

9.0  ACTION PLAN   
 
Abbreviations: 
PM  Parks Manager           PDO  Parks Development Officer      
AO  Arboriculture Office           PRO                  Public Relations Officer 
PS    Supervisors                                                     FG                    Friends Group 
        
 

1. A Welcoming Place   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Provide up to date information on site PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Install illustration lectern board on pond scrape PDO �      
Carry out necessary path repairs as required PDO � � � � � � � � � �

Bulb planting within wooded areas and entrances PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Continue to work with dog warden, wardens, 
schools and on site re-educating dog owners and 
address litter issues 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Introduce soft landscaping around the car park area PDO  �     
Improve entrances at all points PDO  �  �    
Investigate brown tourism signs on NCC lampposts  PDO �      
Install additional picnic bench and litter bins PDO  �     
Improve footpath links throughout PDO �   �   �  
Install interpretation panels/lectern type PDO  �     
Support Friends Group for HLF application for weir 
project 

PDO/FG � � � �    
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2. Healthy Safe and Secure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Introduce and develop more health orientated 
activities and events 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Publicise the contact numbers for Neighbourhood 
Wardens and Police, log all incidents and inform of 
any anti-social behaviour. 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Investigate park watch scheme locally PDO/PS/FG �  �  �  �  �  
Ensure that risk assessments are carried out and 
updated and known to all involved in activities on 
the park 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Promote H&S policy to all staff and involve staff in 
meetings re H&S and risk assessments 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Liaise with Police, Police Community Protection 
Officers to ensure that the site is patrolled as part 
of their routine patrol 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Promote the H and S policy to all staff, volunteers 
and contractors on site, ensue all are properly 
trained to do specific task undertaken. 
Ensure all activities and events on site are fully risk 
assessed and those involved in any risk are 
informed 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Investigate funding opportunities to 
refurbish/replace existing play area and install 
fitness equipment  

PDO �  �  �  �  �  
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3. Clean and well maintained  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
A parks maintenance software package ensures 
work is carried out as per maintenance schedules 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Litter bins emptying and litter picks carried out x2 
per week 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Keep paths free from weed and accessible at all 
times 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to develop established links with schools 
to include children in ‘respect’ projects 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to develop response mechanisms to 
ensure prompt delivery of remedial works 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Organise regular monthly walkabout with partners 
to raise awareness of any issues 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Support friends/community group participation in  
events and activities 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

In conjunction with warden service to promote 
responsible dog ownership 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Install additional closed bins  PDO  �     
Promote good fishing practices/respect to wildfowl  PR/PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Undertake repairs as and when they occur  �  �  �  �  �  
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4. Sustainability  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Promote the Park’s Environmental Policy 2010-
2019 to all staff and volunteers and the wider 
community 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to use and promote the use of  peat free 
composts on site 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to ensure that all green waste arising’s 
from works in the LNR are used on site for 
environmental projects including woodland footpath 
and mulching 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to use energy saving products where 
possible i.e. battery operated chain saws  

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to source and use recycled products 
where possible i.e. recycled plastic benches 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to increase the use of plant and 
machinery with low CO2 emissions 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Continue to develop working practices which will 
optimise the sustainability of existing plant stock 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Install recycled plastic picnic benches PDO  �     
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5. Conservation and Heritage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Establish a comprehensive record of the tree stock 
as part of the Council wide tree survey 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Maintain and enhance the environmental and 
conservational diversity and biodiversity within the 
LNR, particularly the wildflower areas, pond 
woodlands and community orchard 

PDO 
 

�  �  �  �  �  

Prepare HLF application for stone wall repairs 
throughout and improvements to important heritage 
aspects on the LNR 

PDO �      

Create habitat areas throughout the site  PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Install bird boxes and bat nesting boxes throughout 
LNR 

PDO  �   �   

Repair and rebuild stone features including walls, 
as and when required 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Improve interpretation signs by including historical 
information about the site  

PDO/FG �  �     

Support Friends Group for HLF application for weir 
project and stone bridge refurbishment 

PDO �  �     

Install bird and bat boxes on site PDO/FG  �  �  �  �  
Deliver, where possible recommendations resulting 
from the environmental report from EMEC in 2016 
(Appendix 12) 

PDO/FG �  �  �  �  �  
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6. Community Involvement and Development 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Continue the partnership with Friends of the Carrs PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Establish, develop and continue with links with 
schools to promote all facilities and activities 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Support in partnership with Maun Conservation, 
activities with schools and supported by NCC, 
Greenwood Trust, Nottinghamshire Wildlife to 
promote education and the environmental value of 
the site 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

To undertake monitoring exercises to establish 
visitor numbers and requirements 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Establish additional links with cadets, scouts and 
guides in relation to activities on the LNR 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Work in partnership with friends group and 
Ecological (environmental/conservation support 
team) to promote environmental projects within the 
LNR 

PDO/FG � � � �    
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7. Marketing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Publicise the LNR to the local media, Radio 
Mansfield 103.2 and newspaper The Chad via MDC 
PR, social media and Warsop Web, Warsop Parish 
News  

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Investigate producing promotional DVD’s in 
partnership with local schools and colleges 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Promote and build on publicity created from East 
Midlands in Bloom, Green Flag Award  

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Update the dedicated LNR web page PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Prepare press releases to publicise achievements. PR/PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Develop and manage a draft marketing strategy in 
conjunction with Public Relations Officers 

PDO/PRO �  �  �  �  �  

Investigate and action marketing via social media  PDO �      
Improve signage around the site PDO �  �     
Launch new parks and LNR leaflet PR/PDO  �     
Continue in partnership with LNR groups to produce 
quarterly friends newsletter 

PR/PDO �  �  �  �  �  
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8. Management 
 
Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
All monthly work programmes for all staff has 
been initiated so that a co-ordinated flexible 
management structure is in place, linked to 
budgets and staff resources. 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Adhere to changing legislation  PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Continue to review recording and response 
system for dealing with enquiries and complaints 
(CRM system) 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Ensure effective delivery of the Carrs LNR 
Management plan within the council’s existing 
policies and strategies  

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Build on current levels of staff motivation PDO �  �  �  �  �  
Continuous review of suppliers and external 
service providers 

PDO �  �  �  �  �  

Deliver council priorities and council initiatives to 
operate a SMART council  

PM � � � � � � � � �

Deliver, where possible recommendations 
resulting from the environmental report from 
EMEC in 2016 (Appendix 12) 

PDO/FG �  �  �  �  �  
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10.0 MONITORING AND REVIEW 
 

 This is a revision of the current 10 year management plan for the LNR. The aims 
and objectives should be logical, achievable and measurable by all involved in the 
operational and developmental process. 

 
A review and evaluation of progress will be carried out annually, usually in the 
autumn so that the results can be fed into the service area’s business plan in time 
for the setting of budgets for the next financial year.  The process gives an 
opportunity to assess whether further revenue funding and other resources may be 
necessary for the current and subsequent financial years.  For example funding and 
/or other staff may be required to carry out marketing surveys to assist in the 
completion of the marketing plan for the park. That exercise will require repeating 
on a regular basis for different events, for example, so that baseline information can 
be recorded and analysed. The results of these surveys may mean alterations to 
the present grounds maintenance operational regime. The exercise is also valuable 
in providing information for future funding applications.  

 
As well as an annual review, every five years, the plan will be comprehensively 
revised to ensure that its content remains up to date with the Council’s policies and 
aims. This process is integral to the achievement of Green flag status for the site.  
This more detailed review will also accommodate the changes that will have 
occurred to the fabric of the site. The previous full revision was November 2017. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

LIST OF ACRONYMS 
 

ASB  Anti-Social Behaviour 
 

AONB  Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
 

BAP  Biodiversity Action Plan 
 

DDA  Disability Discrimination Act 
 

CDRP  Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership 
 

CNEA  Clean Neighbourhood and Environments Act 
 

CPA  Comprehensive Performance Assessment 
 

DCLG  Department for Communities and Local Government 
 

DEFRA Department for Food, Environment and Rural Affairs 
 

DVLA  Driver & Vehicle Licensing Agency 
 

FoTC   Friends of The Carrs 
 

FPN  Fixed Penalty Notice 
 

HLF  Heritage Lottery Fund 
 

LA21  Local Agenda 21 
 

LAA  Local Area Agreement 
 

LBAP  Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
 

LDF  Local Development Framework 
 

MASP  Mansfield Area Strategic Partnership 
 

MDC  Mansfield District Council 
 

MPAC  Mansfield Partnership against Crime 
 

NAO  National Audit Office 
 

PDO  Parks Development Officer 
 
PIG   Parks Improvement Group 
 
PR  Public Relations 
 

RHS  Royal Horticultural Society 
 
SV  Supervisor 
 

SWOT Strengths/Weaknesses/Opportunities/Threat
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APPENDIX 2 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY – JANUARY 2010-19 
 

1. Summary 
 

Mansfield District Council ensures that our Green Flag status parks are places of horticultural 
and environmental excellence. This policy details the practices undertaken in the park which 
reduces the impact of high standard horticulture on the environment both from a physical aspect 
and also ethically. 
 

2. Analysis of Environmental Impacts. 
 

Below is a table detailing the environmental impact of all the work procedures carried out in 
parks. 
 

Activity  Detail  Comments  
MOWING: 
Mowing of Parkland lawns Carried out once a week during 

growing season 
Mulch deck is used to return 
nitrogen to grass and so 
reducing amount of fertilizer 
required. Grass kept short to 
reduce invasion of weeds.  No 
selective herbicides or 
fertilisers are used. Mowing not 
carried out during periods of 
peak usage times in order to 
reduce effect of noise pollution 
on people wishing to settle in a 
quiet park. 

Mowing of ornamental gardens 
and bowling green 

By Cylinder Mower Grass clippings composted. 
Mowing not carried out during 
busy periods in park in order to 
reduce the effect of noise 
pollution. 

WEED CONTROL: 
Spraying of weeds on paths  Carried out twice a year. Glyphosate used as it is the 

most environmentally friendly 
weed killer 

Weed/Grass control around 
trees, bins, lamp posts  

Carried out  on a weekly basis 
during growing season 

Edged out and side clipped to 
alleviate the need to apply 
weed killer.  

Weed Control on paths Herbicide/Bi-Active Type Ensures weeds are eradicated  
Selective weed spraying of 
bowling green, ornamental 
lawns & application of fertiliser 

Carried out once a year Kept to a minimum by high 
standard of turf renovation & 
maintenance 

Watering of Bowling Green  Carried out on a daily basis 
during hot periods 

Carried out as there is no 
alternative 

FERTILISERS AND MANURES:  
Application of fertilisers / 
manures 

Benefits soil fertility and plant 
growth whilst avoiding 
excessive or improper 
application 

Accurate application of all 
fertilisers based on soil 
analysis and guidelines. 

Animal manures and 
composted remains. 

Encourage use  for bulking soil 
with organic matter. 

Ensure composts are well 
rotted down. 
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BUILT ELEMENTS:  
Use of detergents when 
cleaning buildings 

Used in Pavilions for cleaning. Most environmentally friendly 
detergents used in accordance 
with Council policies. 

Lighting/Heating   Uses filtered light in order to 
reduce light pollution. We are 
trialling some lighting on timers 
to reduce electricity 
consumption and nuisance to 
neighbouring residents.  

Timber Seats, fencing, stakes etc. Timber is to be supplied from a 
sustainable source where good 
forestry practices have been 
adopted e.g. FSC approved. 

Limestone For creation of rock gardens, 
water features etc. 

Source the tone from approved 
suppliers. 

TREES: 
Additional Tree  Planting and 
replacement planting 

Where new tree planting has 
taken place checks to be 
carried out weekly and 
replacements planting carried 
out during winter period 

Enhances environment 
increasing food availability of 
insects, birds and mammals 
and also serves as an 
important educational resource. 
Native species to be used if 
appropriate. 

All landscaping and tree works All planting and replanting of 
trees, shrubs and plants. 

Use reduced peat soil and 
incorporation of Humus 
material to aid soil moisture 
content. 

Tree Officer   To manage and advise on 
arboriculture issues throughout 
the District of Mansfield. 

FLOWER BEDS AND BORDERS:  
Addition of Herbaceous 
Borders 

Identify areas to enhance. Use 
native species where 
appropriate. 

Increases biodiversity value 
and increases food availability 
for birds and mammals. Serves 
as an important educational 
resource. 

Formal Bedding where peat 
had traditionally been used 
to either grow plants or added 
to soil 

Peat free compost now used Since 2005 the council has 
been peat free. 

Invasive non-native species A small number of highly 
invasive plants can threaten 
natural habitats and native 
species. 

MDC recognise the threat from 
these plants is serious. New 
planting schemes will be well 
thought out and approved. 
Where areas of invasive plants 
are identified e.g. Japanese 
Knotweed, approved guidelines 
will be used for their treatment. 
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WILDLIFE:  
Addition of Bird Boxes To be made and constructed 

on site by Friends Group and 
put around parks. 

Will increase and retain wide 
variety of bird life – thus 
reducing numbers of plant 
pests. 

Addition of  Wild Flower Areas Enhance areas with additional 
plug planting or seed sowing 
and ensure appropriate 
management of sites i.e. 
changes to mowing regimes. 

Increases biodiversity value 
and increases food availability 
for birds and mammals. Serves 
as an important educational 
resource. 

Parks Development Officer 
(Conservation) 

Liaise with friends groups in 
conservation issues.  

To assist and advise on nature 
conservation, interpretation 
and education on Parks, Open 
Spaces and Local Nature 
Reserves. 

RECYCLING:  
Recycling of Green Waste E.g. Weeds, herbaceous 

vegetation and flower heads 
Material recycled on site where 
possible or is transported to 
nursery where it is shredded, 
composted, then added to 
beds as mulch, or soil 
conditioner. When volume of 
material is too high arrange for 
this to be disposed of at a 
nearby WRG composting site. 

OPERATIONS:  
Dog Mess Clean Neighbourhoods and 

Environments Act (CNEA) 
2005 in force and provision of 
doggy bags in ‘Poop Scoop 
Points’. 

The CNEA 2005 is in force 
allowing Fixed Penalty Notices 
of £75 to be issued. Dog mess 
must be removed with doggy 
bags which are available free 
of charge from ‘Poop Scoop 
Points’. Dogs are banned from 
sports areas; children’s play 
areas and ornamental play 
areas. 

Graffiti Removal The use of environmentally 
friendly graffiti removal 
products are sourced 

Evaluate the effectiveness of 
products and use in all Green 
Flag areas if product deemed 
satisfactory. 

Hedge cutting Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981(as amended) 

Hedge cutting is not carried out 
in nesting season between 
March – August.  

NURSERY OPERATIONS: External Contractors  
Recycling Recycling of pots and plant 

trays. 
Specifications state that all 
materials should be recycled 

Peat free MDC is now 100% peat free Since 2005 the council has 
been peat free 

MACHINERY:  
Ride on Mower Cylinder Triple Uses Diesel 
Machinery Greener machinery  Electric parks vehicle now on 

site and reducing fuel and 
emissions. 
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EVENTS & EDUCATION:  
Sustainable Transport Events The Park regularly holds 

sustainable transport/cycling 
events and education days. 

Events and Activities Carried out on a regular basis 
with schools, community 
groups and professionals. 

Informs children and adults of 
how to protect the environment 
and brings the public to the 
park. 

Education Education, information 
provision and open 
consultation with the local 
community. 

Promotes a sense of 
responsibility and 
understanding for the 
environment and participation 
in environmental issues. 

CONTRACTORS:  
Work in partnership with our contractors , suppliers and others to comply with all regulatory 
requirements at a local, national European and International level to encourage continuous 
improvement in environmental performance and practices 
LEGISLATION:  
CITES (Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of wild 
flora and fauna) 

Compliance with CITES  Promote the use of artificial 
propagation rather then 
removal of plants from the wild 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) 

Compliance with the act  

Clean Neighbourhoods & 
Environment Act 2005 

Compliance with act. Use of powers to issue Fixed 
Penalty Notices for incidences 
of dog fouling, fly tipping, 
littering etc. 
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APPENDIX 3 - FRIENDS OF THE CARRS - ACTION PLAN      

 
 

Abbreviations 
 
FoTC– Friends of The Carrs  
PDO – Parks Development Officer 
NW – Neighbourhood Wardens 
 
 
1. Publicity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 
Assist in rolling out a parks users’ survey. FoTC/ 

PDO 
 July  July 20  

Information of dates and content of events 
Keep notice board up to date 

FoTC Monthly  Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly 

Encourage new Friends members FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Continue to promote the LNR and facilities for 
community and schools activities 

FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Promote the group and its activities on site FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Provide information for inclusion on the MDC web 
site and social media 

FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 
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2. Community Events and Activities 
 

 
 
3. Environmental  
 
 

 

 

 

Actions  Lead 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21.22 
Work in partnership with Warsop Carnival committee 
to organise the annual carnival on site 

FoTC/ 
PDO/  

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Instigate clean up/pruning/tree planting events within 
the park 

FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Organise community based events throughout the 
year, and providing and supporting local schools 
during LNR activities 

FoTC On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Support MDC in the Green Flag application FoTC January  January  January  January  January  
Work in conjunction with local schools  to assist in 
delivering activities and educational events 

FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Actions  Lead 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 
Promote and educate LNR users of litter and graffiti 
abuse 

FoTC/ 
PDO/ NW 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Use peat free composts throughout the LNR where 
possible. 

FoTC/ 
PDO 

On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 

Assist with maintenance of wildflower meadow and 
orchard, hedgerows and pond scrape 

FoTC Sept  
April  

Sept  
April  

Sept  
April  

Sept  
April  

Sept  
April  

Reduce need for water by mulching tree bases and 
hedgerows  

FoTC March  March  March  March  March  

Apply for HLF and other external funding for 
numerous planned projects, mainly weir repairs and 
bridge refurbishment 

FoTC On-going On-going On-going On-going On-going 
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APPENDIX 4 - MARKETING 

 
 

Marketing of Parks and Open Spaces 
 

1. Introduction 
 
Marketing of parks and open spaces is a key role in the development of, promotion of, awareness 
raising and community involvement in the sites.  Essentially parks and open spaces are provided 
for both people and wildlife to enjoy, and it the aim of Mansfield District Council to market these 
sites to their full potential. 
 
It is important to consider both external and internal marketing, as approximately 75% of 
employees live within Mansfield District many with access to the internet and ability to search the 
MDC website at www.mansfield.gov.uk  
 

2. Key Aims 
 

- To ensure that residents of Mansfield District are informed and updated about our parks 
and open spaces 

 
- To promote Mansfield’s parks and open spaces within a wider geographical area 

 
- To monitor public perception and satisfaction of parks and open spaces 

 
- To inform the public and staff of day to day maintenance and management of parks and 

open spaces 
 

- To increase the usage of parks and open spaces 
 
The Councils Corporate Plan identifies the Councils vision: 
 

- The District Council will create a more positive image of Mansfield District to develop 
people, businesses and investment in the area 

 
- The District Council will improve confidence, pride and dignity so that everyone can enjoy a 

good quality of life in their neighbourhood 
 
To deliver the Councils vision, the provision of parks and open spaces works towards one of the 5 
priorities: 
 

- Clean and welcoming environment 
 

3. Target audiences 
 
Mansfield District Council’s parks and open spaces are a facility for all residents and visitors to 
use.  Some examples are: 
 

3.1 External 
- All residents 
- All visitors and potential visitors 
- County Councillors 
- Media 
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- Other Local Authorities 
- MASP 
- Partner organisations 
- Central Government 
- Schools and other educational groups 

 
3.2 Internal 
- All employees 
- All Councillors 

 
4. Key Responsibilities 

 
Parks and open spaces fall within the remit of the Parks Section within the Operations 
Department.  The marketing of parks and open spaces is primarily carried out by the Parks 
Development Team and is aided by the Public Relations Officers and Marketing and 
Communications Officer. 
 
Mansfield’s friends groups also have some involvement of marketing parks and open spaces 
through event organisation and publicity material for example: 
 

- Woodhouse Warbler 
- Warsop Web 
- Oak Tree News 
- Grange Farm newsletter 
- Social media 

 
5. Internal Communication 

 
Marketing of parks and open spaces within the Council is important for many reasons.  Our 
Councillors play a key role in parks and open spaces through being a contact for residents, 
allocating internal budgets and being representatives of the Council. 
 
Employees of the Council are also important in the marketing of parks and open spaces as can 
promote sites through their working area and also enjoy them for recreational activities. 
 

6. External Communications 
 
Promotion of parks and open spaces outside of the Council is varied, with lots of potential for 
involving members of the public. The external audience is much wider providing a greater 
challenge and requiring more investment. 
 

7. Marketing tools 
 
There are currently a variety of tools available to market parks and open spaces.  The majority of 
these tools are available to all external users as well as MDC staff.  Below is a table highlighting 
these and who has access to the information:  
 

Marketin g tool  External use  Internal use  
Council website Yes Yes 
Council intranet No Yes 
My Mansfield magazine Yes Yes 
Insider magazine Yes Yes 
Parks and LNR’s booklet Yes Yes 
On site interpretation Yes Yes 
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Insider Experience No Yes 
Radio Yes Yes 
Local papers Yes Yes 
Mayors column Yes Yes 
MD’s Diary No Yes 
Team briefings No Yes 
Corporate induction No Yes 
Friends Group meeting Yes Yes 
GreenSTAT Yes Yes 
East Midlands in Bloom campaign Yes Yes 
Britain in Bloom Campaign Yes Yes 
Green Flag award Yes Yes 
External websites Yes Yes 
Social Media Yes Yes 
 

8. Future developments 
 
Marketing of parks and open spaces is always evolving, with more information to be provided to 
visitors, new sites to promote and different ways of publicising the sites.  The following 
summarises future developments: 
 

8.1. Review of on-site marketing tools 
- Interpretation boards 
- Site signs and welcome boards 
- Notice boards 

 
8.2. Review of off-site marketing tools 
- MDC Website 
- Partner websites with MDC links 
- Friends group events and activities 
- Parks and LNR leaflets, including site specific 
- Quality award campaigns i.e. Green Flag, In Bloom 

 
8.3. Developments to the website 
- Pages on each group 
- Pages on each site 
- Pages on maintenance and management 
- Interactive pages including environmental education 
 
8.4. Aspirational future marketing tools 
- Promotion of trails within Mansfield  
- Calendar containing different sites each month 
- Additional on-site interpretation 
- Postcards from the Park 
- Promotion of Mansfield parks and open spaces within national publications e.g. horticultural 

week 
 

9. Monitoring and evaluation 
 
Assessing the usage of parks and open spaces is very difficult as there are no counters, signing in 
areas or ticketed entries on access points.  Monitoring and evaluation could be looked at through 
other means such as 
 

- Parks staff carrying out head counts at set times of the day 
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- Feedback facilities on Councils website 
- GreenSTAT (current sites listed are Berry Hill, Carr Bank, Racecourse and Titchfield) 
- Staff questionnaire 
- Parks visitors/users survey 

 
There has always been some marketing throughout the District of individual parks; however 
there is not yet in place a corporate marketing strategy for the promotion of the parks and 
open space sites.  Marketing that did occur was targeted to specific groups i.e. The Friends 
group, schools or linked to district events e.g. summer in the Streets events, Fun Days. 
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APPENDIX 5 – MAINTENANCE REGIME 

Please see ‘Maintenance Manual’ for more in depth details of the maintenance regime. The 
maintenance manual is run in conjunction with a grounds maintenance software package.  

GENERAL 

The maintenance manual is designed to ensure that the fabric of the park is maintained to a high 
standard and that repairs to or replacement of any items are undertaken swiftly and to an 
appropriate standard, as per Contender specifications. 

Damage or vandalism: 

Site staff must report damage and/or vandalism to the Police obtaining a crime number if 
appropriate and to the MDC Neighbourhood Warden Service. 

They must also report any damage or vandalism to an Authorised Officer immediately and in 
writing (within three working days.) They must advise if the works are within the scope of site staff 
or if specialist contractors need to be contacted. 

Site staff can undertake the removal of low level graffiti with anti-graffiti kits supplied. Large 
amounts of graffiti should be reported to the Graffiti Team who will remove it within 7 – 14 working 
days. Offensive graffiti should be removed within 24 hours. 

Inspections and routine maintenance: 

Inspections of the features and buildings should be carried out on a routine basis and routine 
maintenance should keep the park in a visually pleasing, clean and tidy condition. It should ensure 
no health risk to the public from accumulated debris or faeces and that no plant material suffers 
from prolonged periods of drought. See Appendix 7 for works schedule. 

All built elements are kept in a clean and tidy condition, with toilets and other public facilities 
cleaned on a daily basis. 

Minor repair works to buildings are within scope of site staff and the MDC handyman is on call for 
any minor repairs and emergency repairs, all other repairs are carried out be an approved 
contractor or within other local authority departments. 

Routine painting building exteriors should be carried out every five years or sooner if required and 
painting contractors commissioned to undertake the works. 

Specialist maintenance: 

Whilst routine checks can limit wear, tear and minor damage, the historic, engineering, 
horticultural and arboriculture parts of the parks fabric should be regularly checked by experts in 
these areas.  The recommendation is that these inspections should be undertaken twice per 
annum. 

The park contains listed monuments (e.g. grotto, war memorial) and the majority of repairs and 
detailed maintenance works should only be carried out by qualified persons or approved 
contractors who will undertake repairs in a sensitive manner as instructed by the Council. 

Any graffiti found on these monuments is removed within 24 hours with specialist products. 
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Play areas:  

In the playground, it is necessary to ensure all equipment complies with BS5696 and are kept in a 
clean and tidy condition with no materials or substances which could be hazardous to public 
health. 

The Play Inspectors inspect the equipment and area on a weekly basis and carry out any 
maintenance or repairs as required. The play area should also have an annual inspection by an 
independent body. 

Mature trees and woodland: 

Particular attention must be paid to mature trees and woodlands adjacent to or overhanging paths 
or roads and ongoing surveys are undertaken by the Arboricultural Officer to assess any health 
and safety issues. Remedial action will be taken as required. 
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APPENDIX 6 

 
PLAY AREA INSPECTION SHEET 

Mansfield District Council – Parks Services 
 

Parks / Playground Routine Inspection 
Sheet 

 
Weekly Playground Equipment Inspection Sheet 
 
Location / Name of Park / Playground: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Inspected By: ____________________________ Signed By: ____________________________________ 
 
Date Inspected: __________________________ Time Inspected: _________________________________ 
 

 OK Action Required  Action Taken  Date Completed  
Playground Equipment  
 

    

Swings / Cradle Swings 
 

    

Tyre Swings 
 

    

Slide / Bank Slides 
 

    

See – Saw 
 

    

Spring Animals / Rocking 
Items 

    

Roundabout / Rotating Items 
 

    

Aerial Runways & Track Items 
(Zip Wire Run’s) 

    

Climbing & Agility Units (Steel 
& Wood) 

    

Rope Climbing Nets 
 

    

Multi-Play Items 
 

    

Adventure Trails 
 

    

Balance Beams, Stepping 
Logs & Play Houses 

    

Bridges 
 

    

I Play 
 

    

Skateboard Equipment 
 

    

Sand Pits 
 

    

BMX Tracks 
 

    

Multi-Use Games Areas 
 

    

Other (Please Specify) 
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Please Continue 

Overleaf  

    

 OK Action Required Action Taken Date Completed  

Ancillary Items  
 

    

Safety Surfacing 
 

    

Other Surfacing 
 

    

Site Access /  Pathways 
 

    

Gates / Dog Grids / Seats 
 

    

Bins / Glass / Litter  
 

    

Signs / Cycle Racks / Fencing 
 

    

Other (Please Specify) 
 

    

 
 

    

 
Comments: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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APPENDIX  7 – WEEKLY WORK SCHEDULE 
 

The Carrs - ROUTINE MAINTENANCE CHECK LIST  
 

Week commencing:___/___/______ 

 
Feature Job frequency Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat Sun Date Completed  
War Memorials & Bronze nodes  Inspect for damage/graffiti Daily                   
Walls and Steps Inspect for loose stones/copings Monthly                   
Footpaths/Bridges Basic visual inspection Daily                   
Park lighting Inspect for damage/graffiti Daily                   
All metalwork Inspect for damage Weekly                   
Trees maintenance Inspect all trees disease/damage Feb/Jun/Nov                   
  Stakes and Ties Feb/Jun/Nov                   
  Formative pruning Annually                   
Litter picking/Bin emptying Collect all litter in park/empty bins Daily                   
Sweeping of paths & hard areas General sweep of paths/hard areas Monthly                   
Removal of leaves Clear majority of all leaves fallen Weekly                    
Mow recreation grass Cut to a height of 25mm(Mar-Oct) Fortnightly                   
Wild flower areas Cut to a height of 50 mm (remove arisings) 2 times/year                   
Shrub Beds Pruning See manual                   
  Weeding See manual                   
Hedge Maintenance Hedge cutting Up to 2 times/year                   
Play Area Maintenance  Weekly thorough check Weekly                   
  Maintenance As required                   
Pavilion General inspection & cleaning as necessary Daily                   
  Windows & doors – check glazing - gutters Daily                   
  Inspect for damage / graffiti Daily                   
EXTRA WORK                       
Operation -                       
INSTRUCTIONS:             
Tick box when task complete.             
Enter date and sign off.             
            
Enter any additional tasks in the Extra Work section.           
Return to supervisor at beginning of next week.           
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APPENDIX 8 JUDGES COMMENTS 
 

 
Mystery Shopping - Interim Quality Assessment 
 
Answer the questions below providing detailed feedback that will benefit the site. 
 
 
Name of Site: The Carrs Local Nature Reserve          
Managing Organisation:  Mansfield District Council 
Date, time and duration of visit:  27/9/2017; 2.15pm, 1 hour 
Weather conditions:  Dry, sunny spells 
 
 
1. Was the site easy to find e.g. directional signage?  
  
Yes �   No    N/A  

 

 
2. On approaching the site were you encouraged to enter?  
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
 
 
3. Were entrance signs visible announcing the site and did they  
provide contact details for complaints/praise? 
 
Yes �  No    N/A  

Comments: 
 
Easily seen from the A60 

Comments: 
 
Open vistas, good sight lines, inviting. 

Comments: 
 
Good signage, apart from no discernible contact details at main entrance. 
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4. Were entrances safe and accessible to people of differing abilities?  
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
 

 
 
5. Were entrances and car parks clean, litter free and well maintained?  
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
 

 
 
6. Were signs throughout the site of good quality, well maintained, and  
displaying up to date and relevant information?   
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
   

 
 
7. Were paths in good condition, clean, unobstructed and accessible to people  
of different abilities?   
 
Yes   No  �   N/A  
 

 
 

Comments: 
 
Good quality surfaces at entrances and easily accessible by people of 
differing abilities. 

Comments: 
 
Very clean. 

Comments: 
 
Good signage. 

Comments: 
 
Path next to the river in very poor condition in places, presenting a significant 
trip hazard. 
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8. Were any staff on site easily identifiable to the public, knowledgeable and approachable? 
 
Yes   No    N/A �  

 
9. Were facilities such as toilets, cafés etc. clean, well maintained 
 and open as advertised?  
 
Yes   No    N/A �  

 
 
10. Were buildings, structures and features such as walls fences etc in good  
condition and free from graffiti?   
 
Yes �   No    N/A  

 
 
11. Was all children’s play equipment well maintained and clean? 
 
Yes �   No    N/A  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments: 

Comments: 

Comments: 
 
Fence behind what appears to be a pavilion is broken. 

Comments: 
 
Appears in good condition 
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12. Were benches, bins etc. well located, clean and in good  
condition? 
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
 

 
 
13. Was safety equipment present, fit for purpose and in good condition (if provided)? 
 
Yes   No    N/A �  

 
 
14. Was lighting, CCTV and other security measures in good condition (where provided and 
able to be assessed)? 
 
Yes   No    N/A �  

 
 
15. Did litter bins appear to be emptied regularly and was the site litter free? 
 
Yes �   No    N/A  

 
 
16. Was dog and other animal fouling adequately controlled? 
 
Yes �  No    N/A  

Comments: 
 
Plenty of benches! 

Comments: 

Comments: 

Comments: 
 
Site was very clean. 

Comments: 
 
Minimal evidence of fouling. 
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17. Were horticultural standards being maintained? 
 
Yes   No    N/A �  
 

 
18. Did trees appear to be safe and in good condition? 
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
 

 
 
19. Were features requiring or undergoing maintenance made safe with  
appropriate signage?   
 
Yes   No    N/A �  
 

 
 
20. Did you feel safe during your visit? 
 
Yes �  No    N/A  

 
21. Was the site flying its Green Flag, and was the flag in good condition and recognisable 
and was a certificate displayed? 
 
Yes �   No    N/A  
 

Comments: 

Comments: 
 
 

Comments: 

Comments: 
 
The site’s open vistas and sight lines as well as its pleasant aspect give no 
cause for personal safety concerns. 

Comments: 
 
Green Flag flying. 
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22. Did you obtain feedback from park users and/or staff? 
 
Yes  
 

  No  �   N/A  

 
 
23. Would you like to make any additional observations? 
 
Yes �   No    N/A  

 
 
Please rate the site as follows 
 
Green   �   meets all the requirements of the Award  
 
Amber    meets the requirements of the Award but has some areas of concern 
 
Red       Does not meet the Award standard with major areas of concern 
 
If graded Amber or Red please indicate areas of concern below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments: 

Comments: 
 
A clean, pleasant, apparently well maintained site.  Keep up the good work. 
 

� 
������ �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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APPENDIX 9  

Why we qualify for a Green Flag Award (max. 250 wor ds): 
 
The Carrs LNR is a designated Local Nature Reserve with a vast and varied flora 
and fauna throughout the site, coupled with the history attached to the site The Carrs 
LNR is one of Mansfield’s hidden gems located in the Market Warsop district of 
Mansfield. 
 
The site is steeped with history with the pond and river Meden which flows through 
the site previously playing a part in the workings of the Mill located directly adjacent 
to the site. 
 
The pond which was de-silted in 2014 provides excellent fishing from the platforms 
along the bank of the pond. The meandering footpaths which form the links through 
the LNR link Mansfield to Mansfield Woodhouse to Warsop and then onto Meden 
Vale and Rufford Abbey.  Many of the footpath links follow the river Meden through 
the district and further.  
 
Present time, the LNR is of huge importance as it links many of our parks, open 
spaces, LNR’s and provide excellent green corridors,. The LNR provides links at 
many points and plays a massive part in bringing residents and visitors into the 
district and onto the LNR. 
 
Local schools use the LNR as part of their curriculum learning and the Friends of 
The Carrs organise events, activities involving the community and local schools on a 
regular basis, they also arrange and take part in working group activities to help 
maintain the LNR. 
 
In partnership with the Friends of the Carrs we are committed to provide a quality, 
well managed and pleasant place to visit and learn 
 
Having secured the Green Flag Community Award we are now committed to 
obtaining the Green Flag Award year on year. 
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APPENDIX 10 
 
Address details. 
 
The Carrs LNR 
Church Street  
Church Warsop 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG20 0AT 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 This plan has been prepared by EMEC Ecology for Mansfield District Council. It 
provides the details of an extended Phase-1 habitat survey and a five-year 
Management Plan for The Carrs Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in Warsop, 
Nottinghamshire.  
 
1.2 The Carrs LNR is centred on grid reference SK 565 683. The site is located 
approximately seven miles to the north of Mansfield town centre on the A60;  
 
1.3 The Management of The Carrs LNR is the responsibility of Mansfield District 
Council’s Parks Service. Further details are provided in the main management plan 
section 4.0   
 
1.4 The plan covers a five-year period, after which it should be reviewed and 
updated. A previous Management Plan (2012 – 2016) was compiled by 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.  
 
2. SITE INFORMATION 
 
2.1 Site Description 
  
2.1.1 The Carrs LNR is listed by Natural England as ‘an ‘urban fringe site with wet 
deciduous woodland, scrub, grassland and pond habitats along the River Meden’.  
 
2.1.2 The site covers an area of approximately 5.6 hectares, and due to the nature of 
the site, which straddles either side of the River Meden, is long and narrow. The site 
comprises a diversity of habitat types including grassland, willow carr (woodland & 
scrub), hawthorn scrub and open water.  
 
2.1.3 The site comprises a Local Wildlife Site (LWS), known as Warsop Recreation 
Ground LWS. The LWS covers approximately half of the total area of The Carrs 
LNR; from the footbridge close to the Telephone Exchange, to the very western LNR 
boundary. The boundaries of both the LWS and the LNR are illustrated on Figure 4.1 
on page 10 of this report.  
 
2.1.4 The Carrs is potentially the middle link in a chain of nature reserves extending 
down the River Meden, with The Bottoms LNR at Meden Vale, approximately 700m 
to the north-east, and Sookholme Hills and Holes SSSI about 350m to the west 
(further details in Table 4.1). The River Meden connects all three sites, providing a 
wildlife corridor. There are a number of nearby woodlands that adjoin the site often 
connected to The Carrs by field boundaries (hedgerows).  
 
2.2 Access  
 
2.2.1 The Carrs LNR is part of a much larger area of public open space totalling 14 
hectares, servicing the communities of Market Warsop and Church Warsop. There 
are several areas of housing close to the site (including new housing), making the 
area a popular recreation resource.  
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2.2.2 There are a number of formal access points along the A60 which runs along 
the eastern boundary. A tarmac footpath runs the length of the LNR along the 
southern side of the river. On the northern side of the river are a series of hard 
surfaced footpaths. Access to these is through the car park to the north, and across 
a small footbridge located behind the telephone exchange on ‘The Willows’. There is 
a second footbridge on Stonebridge Lane; this is not part of the LNR, but allows easy 
access on to the site. The system of well-maintained flat footpaths has established 
links to public rights of way leading to nearby villages.  
 
2.3 Visitors and Usage  
 
The Carrs provides for a wide range of leisure and conservation uses – informal 
activities such as walking, dog walking, picnicking and play. The open space allows 
a number of sports to be played due to the large expanse of open space available. 
There is opportunity for a wide range of educational activities focused around natural 
history, the arts, local history and geology. A survey in 2013 identified approximately 
48,000 visitors attended the park throughout the year; this is an increase of 
approximately 5,000 since 2010.  
The Carrs is the home to the annual Warsop Carnival which boasts attendances in 
excess of 8,000. The carnival is managed by the Warsop Carnival Committee, which 
is responsible for the arrangements of the event throughout the year.  
The Carrs, situated close to the local Church and with excellent views of the willows 
and pond is probably one of the most photographed open spaces in the district. 
Wedding photos taken on The Carrs are widely posted on websites which in turn 
provides an excellent advertisement of The Carrs itself.  
 
2.4 Partner Organisations  
 
These are Mansfield District Council , Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust , the Local 
Friends Group (‘Friends of The Carrs ’) & the Warsop Footpaths and Countryside 
Group (WFCG)  
 
2.5 Management Structure  
 
2.5.1 The Management of The Carrs LNR is the responsibility of Mansfield District 
Council’s Parks Service. At present there is a dedicated team of staff who visit the 
site to undertake all horticultural and routine maintenance work on a regular 
scheduled basis. Within the Parks Service workforce there are further skills which 
can be called on at any time. This is co-ordinated by the Neighbourhood Services 
Manager. All parks activities are co-ordinated by the Parks Development Officer with 
assistance from members of the Friends Group. 
  
2.5.2 The section is led by the Parks & Development Manager. The role is:-  
 

·  To organise and manage the grounds contracting function.  
·  To organise the policy aspect of park and leisure functions including the 

review, monitoring and action of the Parks & Green Spaces Strategy.  
·  To control, develop and implement effective systems for contract 

management and control of income.  
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2.5.3 Day to day park management and maintenance of the whole district is the 
responsibility of the Parks Supervisor with support from two Team Leaders. 
  
2.5.4 General maintenance works are completed by the Grounds Staff. Particular 
staffs within the district have specific expertise which can be called on for specific 
duties. The relevant skills available for The Carrs are an Arboriculture Officer, Parks 
Development Officer, Spraying Specialist, Handy Man and Playground Inspector.  
 
2.5.5 The Parks Development Officer (PDO) is responsible for development and 
promotion of the Districts Parks and Green Spaces which includes particular 
responsibility for The Carrs.  
 
This is a key role in development of The Carrs, particular roles being:-  

·  To project manage minor parks development schemes including budget 
control.  

·  To research and produce parks promotional literature in liaison with PR 
department.  

·  To coordinate and update parks events programme including administration.  
·  To organise events ensuring compliance with health and safety legislation 

and licensing.  
·  To liaise with community groups in relation to the use of parks and to assist 

with community development.  
·  To attend and assist with events held in parks.  
·  To assist with nature conservation, interpretation and education.  
·  To assist the Parks and Green Space Services Manager in achieving 

accreditation in quality initiatives; including Green Flag.  
 
2.5.6 It is envisaged that through supporting ‘The Friends of The Carrs’ and other 
voluntary groups, the authority will be able to bring the local community into the 
management and running of The Carrs.  
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METHODOLOY  
 
3.1 Ecological Walk-over Survey  
 
An ecological walk-over survey of the site was conducted and notes were made on 
the Phase-1 habitat types present (JNCC 2010) and their suitability for protected 
species. Habitats or features of particular interest were recorded and any sightings, 
signs or evidence of protected or notable faunal species or any potential habitat for 
such species, as detailed below:  

·  The suitability of habitats for badgers (Meles meles) was recorded and any 
evidence of badgers including setts, dung pits, badger paths, hairs, bedding, 
footprints and scratching trees was noted.  

·  Trees with features suitable for roosting bats were noted, such as hollows, 
cracks and cavities within trunks and branches (e.g. old woodpecker holes), 
crevices behind loose bark and ivy growth.  

·  The suitability of habitats was assessed for reptiles and amphibians (including 
great crested newt Triturus cristatus).  

·  The suitability of habitats was also assessed for water vole (Arvicola 
amphibious), otter (Lutra lutra) and nesting birds.  

 
EMEC Ecology visited the site for the walk-over survey on 13th November 2015. The 
site was re-visited on 1st December to discuss proposals with Joanne Waldron, 
Parks and Development Manager for ‘Parks & Open Spaces’, Mansfield District 
Council. 
  
3.2 Limitations  
Surveying in November is not an ideal time to carry out a habitat survey as it is 
outside of the plant growing season (i.e. April to September inclusive) when plants 
may not be readily apparent and many faunal species are less active or dormant. 
The botanical species list in Appendix 2 should therefore not be considered a fully 
comprehensive list of all plant species on site. However, vegetative growth including 
seed heads are generally still visible and can be identified by an experienced 
surveyor and used to make reliable judgements about the quality and composition of 
habitats.  
Only a brief assessment of the survey area was made and no systematic surveys to 
establish the presence/absence of protected species were undertaken. As such, a 
lack of evidence of a protected species does not necessarily indicate an absence of 
the species.  
 
3.3 Ecological Evaluation Criteria  
Ecological evaluation was undertaken using a combination of evaluation criteria for 
both habitats and species although the general framework follows that provided by 
the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (IEEM 2006). Key 
categories are as follows:  

·  International value (internationally designated sites or sites supporting 
populations of internationally important species);  

·  National value (nationally designated sites (e.g. SSSI) or sites supporting 
viable populations of nationally important species);  
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·  Regional value (sites exceeding county-level designations but not meeting 
SSSI criteria or supporting viable populations of species on the regional 
Biodiversity Action Plan, BAP);  

·  County value (county sites (e.g. Local Wildlife Site) and other sites which 
meet the published ecological selection criteria for county designation, a 
viable area of habitat identified on the county BAP);  

·  District value (sites/features that are scarce within the District and appreciably 
enrich the District’s habitat resource);  

·  Parish value (areas of habitat considered to appreciably enrich the habitat 
resource within the context of a parish or neighbourhood);  

·  Sub-parish value (common, low grade habitats).  
 
Additional criteria employed were from the following:  

·  Schedules and Annexes of UK and European wildlife legislation (e.g. Wildlife 
and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) and The Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended);  

·  International conventions on wildlife (e.g. Bern Convention, Bonn convention);  
·  Habitats and Species of Principal Biological Importance listed on Section 41 

of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006);  
·  UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP 2007);  
·  County Biodiversity Action Plan (Nottinghamshire BAG 1998);  
·  Taxa-specific conservation lists (e.g. RSPB Lists of species of conservation 

concern, RSPB 2009).  
 
4. ECOLOGICAL BASELINE 
 
4.1 Desk Study  
 
4.1.1 Designated Nature Conservation Sites 
 
a) Statutory Sites 
The Carrs is designated as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) as previously described in 
Section 2. There are two further statutory designated sites within two kilometres of 
The Carrs, as detailed in Table 4.1, below. 
Table 4.1: Closest Statutory Designated Nature Conservation Sites to the Survey 
Area SSSI Location and Approx. Distance from Survey Area Reason for Selection 
Hills and Holes and Sookholme Brook, Warsop SSSI 
SK 555 678, SK 543 667 
Located 330m to the west. 
The site contains some of the finest remaining limestone and base-rich flush plant 
communities in Nottinghamshire and is of Regional importance. 
The Bottoms LNR 
SK 580 694 
Located 700m to the east. 
Wet deciduous woodland and good riparian habitats along the River Meden which 
runs through the reserve. 
In addition to the sites described in Table 4.1, two further SSSIs occur just outside of 
the 2km study area: Lord Stubbins Wood SSSI (2.1km to the north-west) and 
Birklands West and Ollerton Corner SSSI (2.8km to the south-east). 
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b) Non-statutory Sites 
There is one non-statutory designated nature conservation site (i.e. LWS) within the 
survey area; Warsop Recreation Ground, which is described in Table 4.2, below and 
shown on Figure 4.1, overleaf. There are a further ten LWS within the study area. 
Most of these Local Wildlife Sites are over a kilometre away. Details of the five LWS 
within 1km of the survey area are detailed in Table 4.2 below. 
Table 4.2: Non-statutory Designated Nature Conservation Sites within 1km of the 
Survey Area  
 
LWS Location and Approx. Distance 

from Survey 
Reason for Designation 

Warsop 
Recreation 
Ground LWS 
(2/101) 

SK 564 682 
NB - Located within the survey 
area. 

A fine area of marshy 
grassland and scattered 
scrub. 

The Bottoms, 
Church Warsop 
LWS (2/90) 

SK 577 691 
Located 20m to the east of the 
survey area, on the opposite 
side of the A60 

NB. Some sections of this 
LWS are also designated as 
a SSSI (see Table 4.1). 
A length of good riparian 
habitats along the River 
Meden. 

Hills and Holes 
LWS (1/41) 

SK 555 678 
Located 280m to the west. 

A site comprising some of 
the finest remaining 
limestone grassland and 
base-rich flush plant 
communities in 
Nottinghamshire. 

Rhein O’Thorns 
Hills and Holes 
LWS (1/42) 

SK 552 682 
Located 760m to the west. 

Species-rich limestone 
grassland with scrub. 

Collier Spring 
LWS (2/340) 

SK 554 691 
Located 900m to the north-west. 

Mature and scrubby 
deciduous woodland. 
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Figure 4.1. Red hatched area shows the section of the site which is designated as a 
Local Wildlife Site (Warsop Recreation Ground LWS).  

 
 
 
4.1.2 Protected/notable and Invasive Floral Species 
There are no previous records of protected or notable floral species for the study 
area. 
 
4.1.3 Protected/notable Faunal Species 
There are recent records of water vole from the survey area. Records of amphibians, 
reptiles and bat roosts also exist from within the study area (see Table 4.3). 
Protected species legislation details are provided in Appendix 4. 
 
Table 4.3: Protected and Notable Faunal Species within the Study Area 
 
Species  Approx. Distance from Survey Area  Legislatio n / 

Conservation 
Status  

Amphibians  
Common toad  
Bufo bufo  

A number of records exist. The most 
recent is from 2014, 1.5km to the east. 
The closest is from 1995, 880m to the 
north-west.  

Protected from 
sale under UK 
legislation. UK 
BAP Priority 
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Species. SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Common frog  
Rana temporaria  

Numerous recent records exist. The 
closest and most recent is of a number of 
individuals in a garden pond, 400m to the 
south of the survey area.  

Protected from 
sale under UK 
legislation. SoCC 
in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Smooth newt  
Lissotriton vulgaris  

Three records exist. The closest is from 
2008, 760m to the south-west. The most 
recent is from 2010, 1.4km to the south.  

Protected from 
sale under UK 
legislation. SoCC 
in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Reptiles 
Grass snake  
Natrix natrix  

Four records exist. The closest is from 
2004, 300m to the west and the most 
recent is from 2009, 1.4km to the south-
west.  

Protected under 
UK legislation 
against deliberate 
or reckless killing 
and injuring and 
sale. UK BAP 
Priority Species. 
SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Common lizard  
Zootoca vivipara  

Two records exist. The closest is from 
Hills and Holes SSSI (at least 300m 
away), the most recent is from 2010, 
1.4km to the south.  

Protected under 
UK legislation 
against deliberate 
or reckless killing 
and injuring and 
sale. UK BAP 
Priority Species. 
SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Slow worm  
Anguis fragilis  

One record from 2000, 1km to the south-
east.  

Protected under 
UK legislation 
against deliberate 
or reckless killing 
and injuring and 
sale. UK BAP 
Priority Species. 
SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Mammals 
Badger  
Meles meles  

Due to the sensitive nature of such 
records the exact grid references will not 
be given  
No sett records exist for the study area. 
One record of an individual sighting from 
at least 300m away from the survey area.  

Protected under 
UK legislation 
from wilful killing, 
injury, taking, or 
cruel treatment. It 
is also illegal to 
intentionally or 
recklessly 
interfere with a 
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badger sett. 
SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Pipistrelle bat  
Pipistrellus sp.  

One roost record from 2010, 500m to the 
north-west and a number of casual 
sightings. Also reports (but no record of) 
a recent roost in a residential property on 
the south side of the River Meden, close 
to the site boundary.  

Animal and roost 
fully protected 
under UK and 
European 
legislation. County 
BAP Priority 
Species.  

Brown long-eared 
bat  
Plecotus auritus  

One roost record from 1995, 120m to the 
south.  

Animal and roost 
fully protected 
under UK and 
European 
legislation.  
UK and County 
BAP Priority 
Species.  

Unidentified bat 
species  

Two roost records. The closest and most 
recent is from 2001, 950m to the north.  

Animal and roost 
fully protected 
under UK and 
European 
legislation.  
UK and County 
BAP Priority 
Species.  

Water vole  
Arvicola amphibius  

A large number of records exist. The 
most recent are of at least three individual 
sightings from a survey carried out at The 
Carrs LNR in June 2014. Several sites of 
water vole activity also recorded during 
the survey (Warsop Footpaths and 
Countryside Group).  
Additional records from the River Meden, 
either within or very close to the survey 
area, between 1999 and 2014.  

Animal and 
resting places are 
fully protected 
under UK 
legislation. UK 
and County BAP 
Priority Species.  

Brown hare  
Lepus europaeus  

Regularly seen close to the site, but no 
records since 2005.  

UK BAP Priority 
Species. SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Hedgehog  
Erinaceus 
europaeus  

Regularly reported from surrounding 
gardens.  

UK BAP Priority 
Species. SoCC in 
Nottinghamshire.  

Otter  
Lutra lutra  

Records from 2014 and 2015, 
approximately 1.5km to the north-east, 
near the Bottoms LNR. The 2015 record 
is of a mother with two cubs, filmed on a 
remote camera.  

Animal and 
resting places 
fully protected 
under UK and 
European 
legislation.  
UK and County 
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BAP  
SoCC = Species of Conservation Concern 
 
 
 
 
4.2 Extended Phase-1 Habitat Survey 
 
4.2.1 Habitat Types 
The following Phase-1 habitat types were recorded (on and immediately adjacent to 
the site): 

·  Amenity grassland 
·  Dense scrub 
·  Open water 
·   Plantation broadleaved woodland 
·  Poor semi-improved grassland 
·  Running water 
·  Scattered broadleaved tree 
·  Scattered scrub 
·  Semi-improved neutral grassland 
·  Species-rich hedgerow 
·  Tall ruderal 

 
Habitat descriptions are provided below. Nomenclature follows that of Stace (1997). 
In the text species are referred to using their English names, Appendix 2 provides a 
list of species including their scientific names. 
 
4.2.2 Habitat Descriptions 
 
a) River Meden and the Mill Dam 
The River Meden (photographs overleaf) runs through The Carrs, from west to north-
east, where it then flows over a weir and under the A60. The main river channel 
measures up to approximately 6m wide, although is generally rather narrower. In the 
north-east of the site, the river channel splits with one arm flowing into the Mill Dam, 
a large ‘pond’ used for fishing which was desilted in August 2014. A silt trap is 
installed at the southern edge of the Mill Dam. 
A stepped concrete reinforced section of the river bank occurs on the north bank, to 
the east of the footbridge near the Telephone Exchange. Elsewhere, the river banks 
are generally rather steep and well-vegetated, generally with tall ruderal vegetation. 
The most frequent plant species along the river banks include common nettle, 
creeping thistle, great willowherb, cow parsley, hogweed, mugwort, white dead-nettle 
and spear thistle. However, marginal and emergent plant species do occur 
occasionally, particularly to the east, beyond the reinforced section. These include 
common reed, purple loosestrife, gipsywort, water figwort and yellow iris. The only 
aquatic species recorded within the river were water-cress and water starwort 
species. 
Scattered trees occur along both sides of the river channel. Several mature weeping 
willows occur on the north bank of the Mill Dam at the north-eastern end of the site. 
Towards the west of the LNR, a large number of mature crack willow occur on the 
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south bank (although these occur outside of the site boundary). Further tree species 
along the banks in this western section include alder, goat willow and Lombardy 
poplar. 
� � �
� � �
� � �
� � �
� � �
a

 

b

 
c

 

d

 
e

 

f

 
a. The Mill Dam; 
b. The silt trap at the southern end of the Mill Dam; 
c. Section of the River Meden upstream of the silt trap; 
d. Stepped concrete reinforcement on a small section of the northern bank; 
e & f. southern and western sections of the river.�

�
b) Mill Dam Island  
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The Mill Dam Island, until recently, supported a large amount of trees and 
scrub. Following the de-silting works in 2014, the Island was cleared to provide 
‘open habitat’ more suitable perhaps for ground-nesting birds.  
The Island now supports open ‘tussocky’ grassland and small amounts of 
scattered scrub. The banks of the Island support emergent and marginal 
vegetation, including common reed and soft rush. There is no public access to 
the island and therefore it is relatively undisturbed wildlife habitat. No access 
was available on the day of the survey although it is known that native black 
poplar Populus nigra (planted in 2004) is present. Black poplar is the most 
endangered native timber tree in Britain (Forestry Commission). 
 

�

�
a - The Mill Dam Island from the north bank. b - The Mill Dam Island from 
the south bank. 

�

 
 
c) Grassland  
Semi-improved neutral grassland  
Seeded meadow areas occur on the north side of the river, inside the timber posts 
marking the boundary of the LNR. Although the current survey was carried out late in 
the year, a number of floral species and grasses were identified, including common 
knapweed, oxeye daisy, common sorrel, ribwort plantain, common ragwort, cow 
parsley, red fescue, cock’s-foot, false oat-grass and creeping bent. The following 
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(overleaf) is a list of species recorded in these areas in 2014 by Steve Horne of the 
Warsop Footpaths & Countryside Group (WFCG). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Cowslip (Primula veris)  
 

 
·  Scabious (Scabiosa sp.)  

 
·  Red campion (Silene dioica)  ·  Corncockle (Agrostemma 

githago)  
·  Red clover (Trifolium pratense)  

 
·  Tufted vetch (Vicia cracca)  

 
·  Goat’s-beard (Tragopogon 

pratensis)  
·  Musk mallow (Malva moschata)  

 
·  Forget-me-not (Myosotis sp.)  

 
·  Common mallow (Malva 

neglecta)  
·  Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)  

 
·  St John’s-wort (Hypericum sp.)  

 
·  Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum 

vulgare)  
·  Water mint (Mentha citrata)  

·  Ribwort plantain (Plantago 
lanceolata) 

·  Hedgerow crane’s-bill 
(Geranium pyrenaicum)  

·  Meadow crane’s-bill (Geranium 
pratense)  

·  Smooth hawk’s-beard (Crepis 
capillaris)  

·  Common poppy (Papaver 
rhoeas)  

 

·  Common knapweed (Centaurea 
nigra)  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Seeded meadow area on the northern bank of the River Meden. Photograph taken in 
November, following mowing 
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Poor semi-improved grassland 
 
A strip of grassland occurs to the extreme west of the site which is regularly mown 
but supports a slightly tussocky sward comprising common grasses and herbs. 
Cowslip and crane’s-bill have been recently planted in this area by WFCG. 
 
 
 

 
Strip of poor semi-improved grassland at the 
western end of the site. 

 
 
 

Amenity grassland 
 
The remaining grassland areas within the LNR and the large expanses beyond the 
boundaries comprise of intensively managed ‘amenity’ swards for sports and 
recreation. These areas are closely mown and comprise of common typical 
grassland species such as perennial rye-grass, annual meadow-grass, cock’s-foot, 
Yorkshire-fog, white clover, dandelion, creeping buttercup, greater plantain and 
common daisy. 
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The large expanse of amenity grassland to the north of the LNR. This area is used 
for sports and recreation, including dog-walking and also hosts the Warsop Carnival 
each summer, which attracts thousands of people 
 
d) Woodland and Scrub 
 
There is an area of willow carr on the southern part of the site close to the River 
Meden. For the purpose of management, this is shown as ‘West Willow Carr Wood’, 
‘Willow Carr Scrub’ and ‘East Willow Carr Wood’ on the Management Objectives 
Diagram on page 23. East Willow Carr Wood is part of a former low-lying area 
known to local people as ‘Monkey Island’. The willow carr used to be regularly 
flooded during the winter but since riverbed dredging (by up to six feet) and the 
subsequent lowering of the water level, less flooding tends to occur. The woodland is 
dominated by willow (mainly crack willow with some very large specimens) and goat 
willow, with alder, hawthorn, elder and occasional ash. The ground flora includes 
plants indicative of well-established old woodland including dog’s-mercury, wood 
anemone and wild garlic. Additional species recorded includes abundant ivy and 
common nettle with occasional garlic mustard and ground ivy. 
Beyond this well-established woodland, the habitat becomes more dense and 
scrubby and is dominated by mature hawthorn. Bramble and tall ruderal species are 
common within the undergrowth, although frequent dog’s mercury, garlic mustard 
and ground ivy are present where the undergrowth is less dense. 
Tree planting has been carried out with the intention of extending the woodland to 
the west. Immature and semi-mature trees in this relatively recently planted area 
include willow, alder and hazel. The ground flora is currently rather sparse in this 
area. 
At the extreme west of the LNR boundary, a further area of immature to semi-mature 
woodland occurs which supports a variety of tree species including ash, goat willow, 
field maple, cherry, holly and spindle. 
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Woodland (willow carr) and scrub in the south of the site. 

 
e) Tall Ruderal Vegetation (Former Wetland Area known to local people as part of 
‘Monkey Island’) 
A large area occurs to the centre of the site (within the LWS section) which currently 
supports tall ruderal vegetation and a variety of wetland plants (photograph below). 
This area was subject to the tipping of an estimated 30,000 tons of silt when Mill 
Dam was dredged in 2014 and has therefore become extremely nutrient rich; hence 
the dominance of vigorous ruderal species. This ‘Mound’ (approx. 2m high x 30m 
wide x 150m long) has become colonised by willow-herbs, common nettle, hogweed 
and cow parsley, along with small amounts of former wetland plants such as 
common reed, soft rush and occasional figwort and meadowsweet at the edges. 

 
Large area of tall ruderal and wetland vegetation 

 
f) Hedgerows 
 
Along the northern boundary of the LWS section are two species-rich hedges 
(‘Bottom Path Hedge’ & ‘Top Path Hedge’) containing shrubs including hawthorn, 
blackthorn, dog-rose, holly, field maple, hazel and elder. The ground flora includes 
dog’s-mercury, hedge woundwort, ground-ivy and bittersweet. 
Along the northern boundary of the main site is an unmanaged overgrown hedge 
(‘Ditch Hedge’) dominated by hawthorn. 
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There is also a small recently set hedge (‘Field Hedge’) in need of further planting on 
the west side. 
 
g) Ditch 
A wet drainage ditch occurs to the north, outside of the boundaries of the LNR, to the 
north of the car park. The ditch contains shallow water and is culverted at the 
eastern end. It drains into the River Meden on the opposite side of the A60. 
The eastern end of the ditch immediately next to the car park has recently been 
widened to 5-6m and partially cleared. The banks are generally dominated by tall 
ruderal species such as great willowherb, common nettle, hogweed, spear thistle, 
broadleaved dock and prickly sow-thistle; with yellow iris and soft rush occurring 
occasionally. As can be seen from the below photographs, the wide eastern end of 
the ditch is dominated by aquatic plants, mainly water-cress with some fool’s water-
cress. The far end next to the hawthorn hedge is a ‘dipping pond’ that it is hoped in 
future will be used by local school groups. The dipping pond at present has abundant 
filamentous green alga that is a consequence perhaps of the recent dredging and 
potential nutrient enrichment of the water. 
 

  
Eastern end of the ditch (probably spring-
fed at this end) with abundant water-cress 

and bankside tall ruderal vegetation 

The ‘Dipping Pond’ 

 
5. EVALUATION 
 
5.1 Habitats 
 
The evaluation of the habitats within the site is based on the guidelines from CIEEM 
(IEEM 2006). As indicated the individual habitats within The Carrs LNR are 
considered to be of moderately high ‘County’ value to low ‘Sub-Parish’ value. 
No rare or notable individual habitats are present on site, although ‘wet woodland’ is 
listed on both Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006 and on the National BAP (UK BAP 
2007) and ‘rivers and streams’ are listed as a broad habitat type on the National 
BAP. 
 
Table 5.1: Summary of Ecological Evaluation of the Habitats on the Site 
 
Habitat Reason for valuation  
Country Value 



	
   

‘Running water’ and 
‘open water’ (The 
River Meden and the 
Mill Dam)  

The River Meden, along with the trees and vegetation on 
both banks, provides an ecological corridor along which 
plants and animals can disperse. Water vole (Arvicola 
amphibius) is known to be present along the stretch of the 
river which runs through the LNR. The river also provides a 
potential dispersal route for grass snake (Natrix natrix), 
potential habitat for otter (Lutra lutra), as well as a flight-line 
and foraging route for bats.  
The Mill Dam and the Mill Dam Island provides good 
breeding habitat for a variety of birds, including waders and 
other wetland species.  

District Value 
Plantation 
broadleaved 
woodland’ and ‘dense 
scrub’ (Willow Carr)  

Although covering only a relatively small area, the 
woodland and dense scrub areas provide an important 
resource which act as a connection, or stepping stone, 
between similar habitat to the west (Hill and Holes SSSI) 
and to the north-east (The Bottoms LNR).  
The woodlands and scrub provide habitat for a range of 
plants, birds and potentially badgers and other mammals. 
They also provide potential bat roost opportunities and the 
woodland edges provide excellent foraging and flight-lines 
for bats.  

Parish Value 
Grassland (semi-
improved neutral 
grassland, poor semi-
improved grassland)  

The semi-improved grassland areas and the meadow areas 
support a variety of common grasses and flowering species 
which provide a resource for pollinating insects, as well as 
providing aesthetic value.  

Scattered broadleaved 
tree  

The numerous scattered trees throughout the site provide 
bird nesting habitat as well as possible potential for bat 
roosting. The mature willow trees along the banks of the 
river (particularly on the southern bank) provide an 
excellent flight-line and foraging route for bats. Mature trees 
also provide aesthetic value to the site and provide a 
resource for invertebrates.  

Species-rich hedgerow  Although the hedgerows would not qualify as ‘important’ 
(using ecological criteria) under the Hedgerow Regulations 
(1997), they do support a variety of woody species, many of 
which are berry producing species which provide a 
resource for over-wintering birds. All hedgerows are of 
ecological value, providing potential bird nesting habitat, bat 
foraging and commuting routes, amphibian and reptile 
cover and sheltering opportunities for small mammals.  

Sub- Parish Value 
Amenity grassland  Intensively managed and regularly mown playing fields in 

which a small number of common grasses dominate. Very 
few floral species are present. Provides little potential for 
faunal species.  

Scattered scrub  When considered as a single habitat type, scattered scrub 
provides little potential habitat for faunal species, other than 
bird nesting habitat in the more mature shrubs. When 
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considered in context with surrounding habitat however, 
scattered scrub provides structure to the landscape and 
potentially shelter for small mammals, birds, reptiles and 
amphibians.  

 
5.2 Protected/notable Species1 
 
5.2.1 Floral Species 
 
None of the species recorded during the survey are specifically protected by the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) or considered rare 
nationally or locally (e.g. Preston et al. 2002). Also, none are listed as Priority 
Species on the national BAP (UK BAP 2007) or County BAP (Nottinghamshire BAG 
1998). 
 
5.2.2 Faunal Species 
 
a) Amphibians 
The drainage ditch and ‘Dipping Pond’ to the north of the survey area comprises of 
very slow-flowing water which may provide breeding habitat for common amphibians, 
such as common toad, common frog and smooth newt. 
The ditch and pond are considered unlikely to support breeding great crested newt, 
due to the lack of additional ponds in the vicinity as well as the likelihood of small fish 
(such as stickleback) being present. Great crested newts often form meta-
populations in a given area (i.e. a series of sub-populations that are linked by 
dispersal of individuals), and therefore require a network or cluster of ponds in which 
to breed. Furthermore, great crested newts do not generally co-exist with fish, as 
even small fish can have a drastic effect on newt populations. No records of great 
crested newt were received. 
It is hoped that the prescriptions recommended in Section 6 will enhance the pond 
for amphibians. 
 
b) Badger 
Although no badger setts were recorded within the habitats on site, the woodlands 
and dense scrub areas within the centre of the site provided potential sett-building 
habitat. The tall ruderal and wetland vegetation within the LWS section provided 
potential foraging habitat. It is likely that badgers are active in the area, which may 
commute into the site from habitats upstream or downstream, or from nearby 
farmland. 
 
c) Bats 
Many of the more mature trees within the site, particularly the mature crack willows 
along the southern bank of the River Meden, are likely to provide features with the 
potential to support roosting bats. Furthermore, it is likely that some of the residential 
properties within the vicinity would support bat roosts. 
 
The habitats within the site, particularly the open water of the Mill Dam and the linear 
features such as woodland edges, riparian stands of trees, hedgerows and the river 
itself, all provide excellent potential foraging habitats for bats as well as flight-lines 
and commuting routes. 
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Recommendations for enhancing the site for bats are provided in Section 6. 
 
d) Nesting Birds 
Habitats within The Carrs LNR, particularly the woodland, dense scrub and scattered 
trees, provide good potential for nesting birds, as well as foraging habitat for birds 
throughout the year. It is hoped that the site will be enhanced further by introducing 
nest boxes, as recommended in Section 6. 
 
e) Reptiles 
Although no records exist of reptiles from the site, the River Meden, as well as the 
drainage ditch to the north of the survey area, provides suitable habitat and a 
potential dispersal route for grass snake to and from the site. The banks of the river, 
particularly the steeper south-facing sections provide opportunities for basking and 
foraging as well as supporting relatively dense vegetation suitable for shelter. 
 
f) Water Vole & Otter 
Water voles are apparently frequently seen at the site and numerous records exist 
from the site itself as well as upstream and downstream. The steep, well-vegetated 
banks provide excellent burrowing habitat as well as plenty of foraging opportunities. 
There are no features on the banks with potential for sheltering otters (otter ‘holts’) 
but there are occasional records of otter close by. 
 
6. MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS 
 
6.1 Vision Statement 
The vision for the site involves the enhancement of the habitats already present at 
The Carrs LNR, as well as the creation of additional habitats (e.g. bank creation, 
wildflower seeding, bulb planting & ‘plug’ planting) to encourage wildlife, whilst 
maintaining for public recreation a large open amenity area (‘improved grassland 
playing field’ mown twice a month during the growing season) and a network of 
paths alongside the River Meden and through the quieter ‘wildlife areas’. 
Wildflower meadows have the potential to bloom from early spring (due to bulb 
planting) until late summer (through the planting of ‘plugs’ and sowing of a ‘long 
season’ native seed mix) to provide habitat for an abundance of pollinating insects, 
birds and small mammals. Pond enhancement will provide breeding habitat for 
amphibians and will support native wetland plants as well as insects such as 
dragonflies and damselflies. 
Sensitive woodland management will enable the woodlands to continue to mature, 
comprising shaded areas as well as open glades. These communities of native 
woodland flora and a variety of trees and shrubs will support an abundance of fauna, 
including breeding birds in the spring and summer and feeding flocks of over-
wintering birds through the cooler months. Although every effort should be made to 
implement the objectives within the management plan, this will be governed by 
certain constraining factors, the most important of which will probably be ‘resources 
availability’. 
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6.2 Areas Specified within the Management Objectives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.3 Management Objectives 
 
The rationale for the below Management Objectives (and resulting operations) are 
given in Section 6.4 and a Plan of Works is given in Section 6.5. 
 
1. River Meden, Mill Dam & Riverside Path Edges: Appropriate management and 
enhancement of marginal vegetation. Management of silt levels at ‘Silt Trap’. 
 
2. Mill Dam Island: Maintain and enhance the open habitat of the ‘Mill Dam Island’ as 
a secure wildlife refuge. 
 
3. Grasslands: Enhance the structural and floristic diversity of particular grasslands 
and grassland/ruderal mosaics through sensitive management and further sowing 
and planting. These areas include ‘Top Meadow’, ‘Medenside Meadow’, ‘Riverside 
Path Edges’ and ‘Bottom Meadow’. 
 
4. Woodland, Scrub & Scattered Trees: Enhance the woodland and dense scrub 
areas (‘Willow Carr Scrub’, ‘West Willow Carr Wood’ & ‘East Willow Carr Wood’) to 
encourage the healthy growth of trees and create a mosaic of woodland habitats. 
Manage individual trees along the river banks e.g ‘Seven Weeping Willow Trees’ & 
‘Riverside Trees’. 
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5. Wetland Area: Reduce the level (by at least 2m) of the ‘Mound’ by landscaping. 
This will allow a diversity of wetland plant species to thrive in this location once 
again. The area can be enhanced and the process of ‘vegetation establishment’ 
speeded up by additional planting of appropriate wetland plant species. The 
landscaping would involve relocation of the dumped silt material (which produced the 
‘Mound’) to form: (i) a ‘raised bank’ parallel to the ‘Top Path Hedge’ (with the current 
path therefore between the raised bank and the hedge, and the raised bank planted 
with native shrubs and trees); (ii) a lower, shallow slope (1m high and 5m wide bund 
with interior space of approx. 40m diameter) ‘bunded, horseshoe-shaped outside 
classroom area’ in the ‘Top Field Corner’. 
 
6. Hedgerows: Maintain and enhance the hedgerows (‘Bottom Path Hedge’, ‘Top 
Path Hedge’, ‘Field Hedge’ & ‘Ditch Hedge’) through appropriate management and 
‘gapping-up’. 
 
7. Dipping Pond: Enhance the ‘Dipping Pond’ to create an area for education for use 
by local schools and families. Install ‘dipping platform’. 
 
8. Supplementary Habitat for Faunal Species: Install bird nest boxes and bat roost 
boxes to increase the value of the site for faunal species. 
 
9. Local Community and Visitors: Ensure paths are maintained. Ensure the site is 
free of litter and vandalism. Update existing interpretation boards. 
 
10. Monitoring: Monitor the effects of management on flora and fauna. 
 
11. Legal Obligations: Fulfil all legal obligations. 
 
6.4 Management Rationale 
 
6.4.1 Objective 1: Riparian Habitat i.e ‘Mill Dam’, ‘River Meden’ & ‘Riverside Path 
Edges’ 
 

·  Rationale 
Appropriate Management to Enhance and where necessary Control the Riverside 
Marginal Vegetation, the Riverside Path Edges and the River Channel, including Mill 
Dam 

·  Enhance marginal vegetation and path edges with additional ‘plug’ planting of 
native marginal and meadow species. Some path edges may be appropriate 
for wildflower seed mixes. 

·  ‘Soften’ canalised sections of riverbank where possible with ‘staked coir’ 
marginal plantings and/or ‘staked deadwood faggots’ (deadwood from 
woodland management on site can be used – see Section 6.3.4). Can be 
used particularly in areas where the channel is wide and banks are being 
eroded; also where the river is eroding beneath and undermining concrete 
riverbank sections. Narrowing the river channel in such areas will speed up 
water current, provide extra oxygenation and will scour the gravel riverbed 
thereby removing silt. 

·  Mow the riverside path edges much less frequently than ‘The Field’ (which is 
mown as amenity grassland twice a month during the growing season). 
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Possibly x3 times a year in April, August and October (see mowing regime for 
‘grasslands’ Section 6.3.3). 

·  Assess marginal vegetation (particularly common reed and reed sweet-grass) 
on an annual basis and remove excess if considered to be obstructing the 
river channel. Mansfield DC in consultation with Environment Agency. 

·  Assess and clean out ‘Silt Trap’ as required, perhaps annually. 
·  Control Himalayan balsam (WFCG have been doing this). 

 
6.4.2 Objective 2: ‘Mill Dam Island’ 
 

·  Rationale 
Maintain and enhance the open habitat of the ‘Mill Dam Island’ as a secure wildlife 
refuge. 

·  Monitor the vegetation of ‘Mill Dam Island’ by survey on at least an annual 
basis. 

·  Assess the cover of scrub (e.g. willow) and do not allow it to exceed 10%. 
Control on an annual basis if necessary by cutting. 

·  Continue to prohibit public access. 
·  Allow marginal reedbed vegetation to thicken, spread and become 

established. 
·  ‘Plug’ planting of native marginal and wetland species if necessary 

 
6.4.3 Objective 3: Grasslands i.e. ‘Top Meadow’, ‘Medenside Meadow’ & ‘Bottom 
Meadow’ (excluding ‘The Field’) 
 
Enhance the structural and floristic diversity of the meadow areas through sensitive 
management and further sowing and planting. Mowing is essential as without it, plant 
diversity will be lost and scrub will begin to take a hold. 
 

·  Implement a ‘summer-flowering meadow’ mowing regime on what are in fact 
established grasslands on fertile soil that are in the process of ‘enhancement’ 
towards more species-rich plant communities. 

 
·  A suitable mowing regime would consist of three cuts a year: (i) a first ‘spring 

growth cut’ (to curb vigorous grasses) usually early April; (ii) a second ‘main 
cut’ (for hay) usually mid to late August after wildflowers such as lady’s 
bedstraw, meadow cranesbill and knapweed have produced seed; (iii) a third 
‘regrowth cut’ (to suppress grasses and opportunist weeds) usually October or 
later. 

 
·  Cuttings from the ‘spring growth cut’ and the ‘regrowth cut’ should generally 

be removed immediately. Cuttings from the ‘main cut’ should be left to lie (and 
turned if possible) and removed after drying; thereby giving time for wildflower 
seeds to be shed (so enhancing the meadow). The cuttings should be 
removed either off the site or to nearby areas beneath scrub. 

 
·  Flexibility should be incorporated into the mowing regime in that delays or 

more frequent mowing should be implemented according to the condition of 
the grasslands. For example, should perennial ‘weed’ species such as 
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creeping thistle or dock become apparent then more frequent mowing or 
‘topping’ would be desirable. On the other hand, should strong stands of 
cowslip be apparent in the early spring sward (from leaf rosettes) then the 
‘spring growth cut’ should take place very early before the cowslips flower. If a 
particularly wet summer leads to the late flowering of knapweed and other 
wild flowers then the main cut should be delayed. 

 
·  Broadcast quantities of wildflower meadow seed mix on these grassland 

areas immediately after the ‘spring growth cut’ and/or immediately after the 
‘regrowth cut’. 

 
·  Specifically broadcast quantities of yellow rattle seed in the autumn 

immediately after the ‘regrowth cut’. Yellow rattle seeds require chilling in the 
winter for germination in the spring. Yellow rattle may combat the growth of 
vigorous grasses as it parasitizes grass roots. 

 
·  Plant ‘plugs’ of wildflowers in these grassland areas immediately after the 

‘spring growth cut’ 
 

·  Survey the meadows on an annual basis to record plant species and provide 
information for adjusting the mowing regime. 

 
·  Should there be difficulty in the establishment of wildflowers in a particular 

area, then ‘chain harrowing’ in the autumn to scarify the ground could be 
considered. This would produce gaps in the soil for wildflower seed 
germination. 

 
6.4.4 Objective 4: Woodland, Scrub & Trees i.e. ‘Riverside Trees’, ‘West Willow Carr 
Wood’, ‘Willow Carr Scrub’, ‘East Willow Carr Wood’, ‘Pathside Trees’ & ‘7 Weeping 
Willow Trees’ 
 

·  Rationale 
Enhance the wet woodland/scrub areas (‘Willow Carr’). Promote healthy growth of 
woodland trees by management. Control scrub where necessary. Aim to create a 
mosaic of woodland habitats. Manage individual trees (including ‘Pathside Trees’) 
with regard to tree-health and public safety. 
 

·  Thin and crown-reduce the scrub (hawthorn in particular) in ‘Willow Carr 
Scrub’, removing old wood and creating clearings. ‘Plug’ plantings of 
wildflowers in the clearings (some ‘plug’ planting has already been carried out 
by the ‘Friends Group’). Allow some young hawthorn seedlings to persist to 
create a more diverse ‘age-structure’. 

 
·  Thin the trees in ‘West Willow Carr Wood’ and ‘East Willow Carr Wood’ taking 

out weaker and most densely planted specimens. Create clearings (plus ‘plug’ 
wildflower planting). Pollard and/or crown reduce the largest willow trees. 
Continue some areas of coppicing. Consider planting a selection of willow 
varieties and hybrids using material from NWT’s Farndon Willow Holt nature 
reserve (collection created by Lever Howitt & Brenda Howitt in the 1950’s). 
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Also native black poplar (from cuttings taken from Mill Dam Island). Variety of 
habitat and age-structure would be expected to encourage a greater 
invertebrate diversity. 

 
·  ‘Thinning’ is normally carried out every 3 years and usually removes 10% of 

the tree stock in woodland; the less healthy, the non-native, the crowded, the 
spindly, the damaged etc. Scrub control is recommended every year. Any 
works involving tree and scrub removal should be timed to avoid the March to 
September (inclusive) bird-breeding season. 

 
·  Carry out crown reduction and ‘overhead & over-path’ bough removal of 

‘Riverside Trees’ and ‘7 Weeping Willow Trees’ as required. Public safety 
being the highest priority. 

 
·  Plan a ‘replacement strategy’ for trees as they senesce and become unsafe 

(native willows in general are fast-growing, short-lived trees, perhaps living for 
70 years; weeping willow less, perhaps 30-50 years); (i) ‘Riverside Trees’ – 
remove individual trees as they senesce and become unsafe. Use ‘stump 
grinder’ to reduce the stump. Replace with planted tree sapling of same 
species or a willow variety/hybrid from Farndon Willow Holt; (ii) ‘7 Weeping 
Willow Trees’; a) plant 7 weeping willow saplings to ‘mirror’ the existing 7 
trees in a line on the other side of the path approximately 10m away from the 
current tree locations; b) Remove and ‘stump-grind’ individual weeping willow 
trees (from the mature 7) as they senesce. Expect a ‘few years’ in between 
individual removals therefore a ‘gradual process’. Replace each tree with a 
willow variety hybrid sapling from Farndon Willow Holt. 

 
·  Consider a possible ‘replacement strategy’ for the ‘Pathside Trees’ (oak, silver 

birch, field maple, pine etc.). At present these trees are limited in upwards 
growth by the presence of an overhead power line. Therefore either continue 
crown reduction works as required or incorporate this with a replacement 
program whereby similar native tree saplings are planted approximately 10m 
away on ‘The Field’. After which a gradual removal of ‘Pathside Trees over a 
number of years. 

 
·  Some dead wood (wood from felling, crown reduction) to be left on site to 

provide additional habitat i.e. ‘habitat piles’. Also some ‘standing deadwood’ if 
possible. The deadwood could also be incorporated with brash (from 
thinning/scrub removal/pruning) into linear ‘dead hedges’ to provide 
habitat/path side barriers/wildlife corridors/bird & hedgehog refuges etc. Some 
dead wood can also be used for riverside enhancement work (see Section 
6.3.1 )  

 
·  An ‘undulating’ rather than a ‘flat ground’ profile is considered desirable for all 

of the low-lying wetland and willow carr habitats close to the river at the 
southern end of the site. The contrast between ‘wetter’ low areas and ‘dryer’ 
raised areas would hope to promote more species diversity. 
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Therefore during the course of management work to the scrub and trees, 
opportunities will be taken to produce lower lying ‘scrapes’, which would be expected 
to hold standing water longer at times of heavy rainfall. 
 
6.4.5 Objective 5: Wetland Area 
 

·  Rationale 
The nutrient-rich silt ‘Mound’ has negatively impacted upon the former ‘Wetland 
Area’ and therefore the silt is proposed for removal. The aim is to restore the 
wetland and once again allow a diversity of characteristic plant species to thrive. 
Enhancement will be carried out through additional planting of appropriate 
wetland plant species. The silt will be re-located to form; (i) a bank alongside the 
path (ii) a linear bund on ‘The Field’ (iii) a horseshoe-shaped bund on ‘The Field’ 
 

·  Excavate the ‘Mound’ to a depth of at least 2m and re-locate the silt arisings. 
Also excavate and re-locate the hardcore pile. 

 
·  Create a ‘Bank’ parallel to the ‘Ditch Hedge’ path. This bank will be 

approximately 150m long with a curved profile. The hardcore can be 
incorporated into the base of the bank. After profiling, immediately plant a 
‘native hedge mix’ densely (as scrub) on the bank. A suggested mix would be 
1/3 rd hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), be 1/3 rd guelder rose (Viburnum 
opulus) and be 1/3 rd blackthorn/sloe (Prunus spinosa). 
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·  Create a horseshoe-shaped ‘Field Classroom Bund’ in the ‘Top Field Corner’. 
Perhaps up to 40m internal diameter, with the open end facing the grassland, 
it will serve as a partly enclosed outdoor education and performance area. 
Turf should be stripped (‘turf-stripper’) to form a horseshoe-shaped ‘footprint’ 
5m wide of approximately 85m length (2/3 rds the circumference of a circle of 
diameter 40m). The silt material should then be deposited on the ‘footprint’ to 
a height of approximately 1m in the centre, shallowly sloping. The turf should 
then be replaced and extra brought in since there will be a shortfall of turf due 
to the increased area of the curved profile. The bund should be incorporated 
into the field mowing regime once the turf has re-established. After perhaps 
one season of ‘field mowing’, a program of wildflower seeding (after scouring) 
and ‘plug’ planting should be implemented with a view towards creating a 
wildflower area on the bund that can subsequently be managed as a 
‘meadow’ (e.g. a possible seed mix would be Naturescape N4 Summer 
Flowering Butterfly & Bee Meadow Mix).  

 
 
 
 

 
 

·  The obsolete ‘Tarmac’ area next to the ‘Play Area’ should be broken up and 
the resulting site (with the broken up surface possibly as the base or removed 
off site) used for the deposition of the remainder of the silt material. It should 
be landscaped, with shallowly sloping sides and planted (like the ‘Bank’) with 
native shrubs. ‘Non-thorny’ shrubs could be used if there are concerns about 
the proximity to the children’s play area.  
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·  The now exposed (after the removal of the 30,000 tons of silt) surface of the 
‘Wetland Area’ should be landscaped to form an undulating surface with 
scrapes and ridges. A wetlands seed mix should be sown over the site 
immediately and in the following season, after a botanical survey to assess 
how the recolonization is progressing, appropriate plant ‘plugs’ (e.g. purple 
loosestrife, meadow sweet, common reed, hemp agrimony, water figwort) 
could be used to accelerate the habitat restoration process.  
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6.4.6 Objective 6: Hedgerows  
 

·  Rationale  
 
Maintain and enhance the hedgerows through appropri ate management 
(cutting, laying & coppicing) and restoration (‘gap ping-up’).  
•  The Bottom Path Hedge and Top Path Hedge are relatively species-rich and have 
recently been ‘gapped-up’ by the WFCG and Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT). 
Therefore there are sections with large numbers of immature sapling plants. Ground 
flora in these two hedges will be allowed to develop naturally. No additional planting 
is considered necessary.  
 

·  The Field Hedge is very sparse and needs ‘gapping-up’ with native species.  
 

·  The Ditch Hedge is overgrown and relatively unmanaged. It should be cut, the 
deadwood thinned out and additional planting to fill the gaps carried out as 
required.  

 
·  An assessment of each hedge should be conducted by a professional land 

manager and where considered beneficial (see below) ‘hedge-laying’ should 
be carried out  

 
·  Laying is a preferred hedgerow management technique as over time it results 

in a healthy, thick and bushy hedgerow. It will also improve ‘gaps in’ 
hedgerows. Laying involves partially cutting the stems of hedgerow shrubs 
and bending them over at an angle. Laying a vigorous tree or shrub in such a 
way will stimulate new vertical growth from beneath the cut, helping to fill in  
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gaps at the base of the hedge. Where plant stems are too thick to be laid, coppicing (cutting 
stems at ground level) could also be carried out. Both coppicing and laying are normally 
carried out rotationally on discrete sections of hedgerow, rather doing all of the hedges in a 
single year.  
 

·  Cutting/trimming (hedge flails are acceptable) of mature hedgerows should be 
carried out as a matter of course. New hedges (and gapped-up sections) 
should only be cut by hand (pruning) for the first two years. Periodic hedge-
cutting helps to develop and maintain a thick, bushy hedge structure. Mature 
hedgerows should be trimmed/cut in January or February, which avoids the 
bird breeding season and is late enough to allow berry crops to be utilised by 
wintering birds, mainly during September-December. Trimming/cutting should 
be carried out on a 2 – 3 year rotation; trimming of all the site hedgerows in 
the same year should be avoided. There should be a variety of hedgerow 
structures across the site.  

 
·  Where gapping-up planting is necessary, native hedgerow species should be 

used. Where a hedgerow section is dominated completely by hawthorn it is 
recommended that additional native species are introduced to increase floral 
and structural diversity.  

 
·  The growth of native self-seeded saplings in the hedges should be 

encouraged since a number of these may be earmarked (by easily visible 
tagging) as potential standard trees. These can then be avoided by the 
operator of the hedge-cutting machinery.  

 
 
6.4.7 Objective 7: Dipping Pond 
  

·  Rationale  
 
Enhance the ‘Dipping Pond’ for wildlife and create an area for education use 
by local schools and families.  
 

·  The hawthorn of the unmanaged hedge adjacent should be pruned back to 
open up the pond to natural light and to reduce the amount of leaf litter 
entering the pond.  

 
·  The filamentous green alga should be dredged out.  

 
·  A ‘dipping platform should be installed on the nearside (south) bank.  

 
·  The nearside bank should be re-profiled and a ‘flowering wetland plants’ seed 

mix sown (e.g. N8 Water's Edge Meadow Mix).  
 

·  The far-side (north) bank should incorporate an artificial hibernaculum (rubble, 
logs and loose soil partly buried) close to the pond for the benefit of 
amphibians. The suggested hibernaculum design (below) is taken from the 
great crested newt mitigation guidelines (English Nature 2001). The 
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photograph show a hibernaculum recently created by EMEC Ecology before 
seeding or the application of turf covering. Add a permeable ‘barrier’ (old 
carpet) between soil & rubble.  

 

 
 
 

·  Tall marginal planting should be carried out on the far-side bank.  
 

·  Depending on the rate of colonisation by wetland plant species, it is likely that 
a small number of additional native plants may be required to further enhance 
the habitat (e.g. arrowhead, brooklime, branched bur-reed, water plantain, 
flowering rush). Wetland plants of local provenance are preferred. A suitable 
list of species is included in Appendix 3 . The list provides a selection of 
plants suitable for each of the following zones:  

1. Totally submerged (in deeper water) - oxygenating plants;  
2. Submerged but with floating leaves (also in deep water) - oxygenating plants;  
3. Emergent (in shallower area);  
4. Marginal (growing in the pond edge).  

·  As the pond is small, the vegetation should be closely monitored and should 
be maintained by keeping a balance between vegetation and open water 
areas. It is recommended that marginal vegetation should be maintained at 
below 50% of the total pond cover, to ensure areas where submerged plants 
can thrive and open water areas are retained. Surplus plants should be 
removed and allowed to remain at the pond’s edge to dry, to allow pond 
invertebrates and juvenile amphibians to crawl back into the water.  

 
6.4.8 Objective 8: Supplementary habitat for faunal species  
 

·  Rationale  
 
Install bat roost boxes, bird nest boxes and invert ebrate/insect boxes to 
increase the value of the site for faunal species.  

·  To further enhance The Carrs LNR for faunal species, supplementary habitat 
should be offered including bird nest boxes and bat roost boxes. Examples of 
suitable boxes are shown. It is recommended that a variety of designs are 
utilised in order to attract a greater diversity of species.  

 
·  Ten to twelve semi-mature trees should be identified which would be suitable 

to support bat roost boxes. The boxes should be sited ideally over 3m high, 
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with three boxes per tree , in order to ensure that the boxes have different 
aspects, and with a clear flight path to the box. Bat boxes suitable for a 
number of species can be bought online or hand-made. Suitable bat boxes 
are shown below. Suggested locations for bat boxes include the mature crack 
willow trees on the south bank of the river, in the centre of the site, or towards 
the western end.  

 
 
 
 

 

2F Schwegler Bat Box 
General purpose bat box ideal for smaller 
bats. It can be sited in trees or on buildings 
and is best positioned at a height of 3-6m. 
Bat boxes should ideally be sited in open 
sunny positions and in groups of 3 to 5 
boxes facing different directions to provide 
a variety of micro-habitats. 

 

1FF Schwegler bat box 
This box is spacious enough for bats to 
use as a summer roost or nursery site. It is 
a good box for erecting high up in trees as 
it requires little maintenance. 
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Starling nest box 
Also suitable for woodpeckers. Can be 
fixed to a wall, fence, tree or building in a 
position which is not exposed to full sun or 
prevailing wind/rain. Site approximately 3-
4m above ground level where there is easy 
flight access and where it cannot be 
reached by cats or other potential 
predators. 

 

Open-fronted box 
Suitable for robins. Site approximately 2-
4m above ground on a wall or tree trunk. If 
possible, place it in a creeping plant (such 
as ivy or rose) with an open outlook. 

 

Blue tit & great tit box 
Entrance reinforced with metal plate to 
prevent squirrels gnawing into the box 



�
�   

 

Treecreeper box 
Treecreepers like to nest in narrow gaps or 
clefts such as behind the bark in mature 
trees. This box provides a suitable artificial 
alternative. 

 

Blackbird box 
Designed for blackbirds, but may be used 
by robins and wrens. Site in a sheltered, 
shaded spot at least 2m above ground. Fix 
to a tree or wall. 

 
 

·  Invertebrate /insect boxes should also be considered, which will complement 
the recommendations given in the management plan (enhancing the 
grasslands, wetlands, woodlands and scrub) by providing additional habitat 
for a variety of arthropod species. Invertebrate/insect boxes should ideally be 
situated within warm, sheltered locations. Those shown below are suitable for 
range of invertebrates including butterflies, ladybirds, lacewings and solitary 
bees.   
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6.4.9 Objective 9: Local community and visitors 
 

·  Rationale 
Ensure paths are maintained. Ensure the site is free of litter. Provide litter bins. 
Guard against vandalism by regular monitoring and maintenance. Update existing 
interpretation boards. 
 

·  Traditionally Warsop Carrs has been a well-used recreational resource due to 
the network of well-maintained footpaths, which has encouraged the use of 
the area by local people for walking, dog-walking etc. The Mill Dam and River 
Meden are in regular use by anglers, with the adjoining playing fields used by 
local sports teams for both training sessions and games. The local community 
also utilises the playing fields for the annual Warsop Carnival, a very large 
event generally held on the first weekend of July. 

 
·  Educational use of the site has been sporadic which is unfortunate especially 

with the close proximity of the Meden School (secondary school) and other 
primary and nursery schools nearby, making the site ideal for environmental 
education use. 

 
·  Dangerous trees and branches near paths should be made safe to ensure 

public safety, with much of the dead wood remaining on site. Some work 
could be undertaken to coincide with environmental education relating to 
woodland management. 

 
·  All paths should be well maintained in order to encourage users to keep to 

footpaths. The grass either side of the footpaths should be mown regularly 
(1m either side), with the exception of the ‘riverside path edges’ (see Section 
6.4.1) which should be mown less frequently. 

 
·  The site is within a sub-urban area and so is likely to be prone to littering, 

potentially waste dumping (e.g. garden cuttings) and vandalism. These 
activities reduce the sites intrinsic appeal and amenity value and could also 
have a negative impact on the ecological value, for example, by the 
introduction of non-native plants from garden waste. These potential problems 
can be reduced by the regular provision of litter picking on the site and 
consultation being carried out with local residents about the management 
work being carried out to promote biodiversity. 

 
·  Additional litter bins have been installed along the walkways and additional 

bins installed over the next 2/3 years as funding permits. 
 

·  There is scope for making visitors more aware of the importance of the site for 
nature conservation, thereby enhancing their experience of it. Although an 
interpretation board is already installed at the edge of one of the meadow 
areas, it is recommended that this is updated to make the public aware of the 
current management being carried out to enhance the wildlife interest of the 
site. It is also recommended that additional interpretation boards are installed 
by the new Dipping Pond and close to the woodland area (Willow Carr). The 
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signs should be of sturdy construction and be of a height visible to children 
and disabled people. It is advised that the signs also provide contact names 
and numbers for the public to raise any concerns. 

 
6.4.10 Objective 10: Monitoring 
 

·  Rationale 
Monitor the effects of management on flora and fauna. 
 

·  Ecological monitoring is essential to assess the effects of management and 
inform future changes in management. Ideally we recommend that walk-over 
surveys be undertaken in years 1, 3 and 5 of the plan, so that the effects of 
management can be assessed and amended as appropriate. Surveys for the 
following plant & animal groups should be carried out to inform future 
management recommendations: 

 
·  Botanical: ‘walk-over surveys’ should be carried out in Year 1, Year 3 and 

Year 5 to ensure that the wildflower meadow areas to be created are 
undergoing the correct management to maximise floristic diversity. The 
woodland carr areas should also be assessed to ensure that management is 
having the desired affect and potential locations for woodland 
glades/clearings should be considered. 

 
·  Bats: bat boxes should be checked once a year by a ‘bat-licenced’ ecologist 

or by members of the Nottinghamshire Bat Group. Bat transect surveys 
should be considered for future years in order to monitor the possible effects 
of site management on bat-use of particular areas and to further inform the 
ideal locations of further bat boxes. 

 
·  Birds: ornithological surveys during the bird breeding season should be 

carried out to monitor the use of nest boxes and to collect records (including 
new records) of birds using the site. 

 
·  Water vole: the population of water voles which frequent the stretch of the 

River Meden running through the site should be monitored every two years. 
This would follow the standard methodology (Strachan et al. 2011), which 
records the following signs: burrows, latrines, feeding remains, runs in the 
vegetation, grazed ‘lawns’ and actual sightings. The ideal time to carry out a 
water vole survey is during the water vole breeding season which runs from 
April to September. Whilst water voles are breeding they are highly active 
and mark their territory with conspicuous piles of droppings, called latrines. 

 
·  Invertebrates: survey work with regards to invertebrates should be carried 

out. This is in order to provide baseline information (first year) for the site in 
relation to the different habitat areas. Repeat invertebrate survey work in the 
fifth year would then identify any changes due to management. It is 
recommended that invertebrate surveys are carried out between May and 
August comprising of four survey visits (one visit per month). Each habitat 
type would be surveyed using a range of survey techniques including hand 
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searching, sweep-netting and beating. Where possible, specimens would be 
identified in the field, although a proportion of specimens would have to be 
taken away for identification in the lab. 

 
6.4.11 Objective 11: Legal obligations 
 

·  Rationale 
Fulfil all legal obligations. 
 

·  Mansfield District Council has a duty of care to abide by any legislation 
relating to the land they own, in respect to nature conservation, environmental 
protection or aspects of public health and safety. Also management or access 
agreements should also be abided by. 
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6.5 Management Operations: Plan of Work 
 
The following is an ideal plan of work. Although every effort should be made to implement the actions listed, this will be governed 
by certain constraining factors including resource availability. 
 
6.5.1 Objective 1: Riparian Habitat i.e. ‘Mill Dam’, ‘River Meden’ & ‘Riverside Path Edges’ 
Appropriate Management to Enhance and where necessary Control the Riverside Marginal Vegetation, the Riverside Path Edges 
and the River Channel, including Mill Dam 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
1/1 Enhance marginal vegetation and path edges with additional ‘plug’ 

planting of native marginal and meadow species. Some path edges 
may be appropriate for wildflower seed mixes 

�   �   �  

1/2 Soften’ canalised sections of riverbank where possible with ‘staked 
coir’ marginal plantings and/or ‘staked deadwood faggots’ (deadwood 
from woodland management on site can be used – see Section 6.3.4). 
Can be used particularly in areas where the channel is wide and banks 
are being eroded; also where the river is eroding beneath and 
undermining concrete riverbank sections. Narrowing the river channel 
in such areas will speed up water current, provide extra oxygenation 
and will scour the gravel riverbed thereby removing silt 

 �   �   

1/3 Mow the riverside path edges much less frequently than ‘The Field’ 
(which is mown as amenity grassland twice a month during the 
growing season). Possibly x3 times a year in April, August and 
October (mowing regime for ‘grasslands’ Section 6.3.3) 

�  
April 

August 
October�

�  
April 

August 
October�

�  
April 

August 
October�

�  
April 

August 
October�

�  
April 

August 
October�

1/4 Assess marginal vegetation (particularly common reed and reed 
sweet-grass) on an annual basis and remove excess if considered to 
be obstructing the river channel. Mansfield DC in consultation with 
Environment Agency 

�  
As 

required�

�  
As 

required�

�   
As 

required 
�

�  
As 

required�

�  
As 

required�

1/5 Assess and clean out ‘Silt Trap’ as required, perhaps annually �  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 
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1/6 Control Himalayan balsam  �  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 

�  
As 

required 
 
6.5.2 Objective 2: Mill Dam Island 
 
Maintain and enhance the open habitat of the ‘Mill Dam Island’ as a secure wildlife refuge. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
2/1 Monitor the vegetation of ‘Mill Dam Island’ by survey on at least an 

annual basis 
� � � � � � � � � �

2/2 Assess the cover of scrub (e.g. willow) and do not allow it to exceed 
10%. Control on an annual basis if necessary by cutting 

� � � � � � � � � �

2/3 Continue to prohibit public access �  
2/4 Allow marginal reed bed vegetation to thicken, spread and become 

established 
�  

As required over 5 years 
2/5 Plug’ planting of native marginal and wetland species if necessary      
 
6.5.3 Objective 3: Grassland (excluding ‘The Field’): i.e. ‘Top Meadow’, ‘Medenside Meadow’ & ‘Bottom Meadow’ 
 
Enhance the structural and floristic diversity of the meadow areas through sensitive management and further sowing and planting. 
Mowing is essential as without it, plant diversity will be lost and scrub will begin to take a hold. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
3/1 Implement a ‘summer-flowering meadow’ mowing regime on what are 

in fact established grasslands on fertile soil that are in the process of 
‘enhancement’ towards more species-rich plant communities 

�  
As required over 5 years 

3/2 A suitable mowing regime would consist of three cuts a year: (i) a first 
‘spring growth cut’ (to curb vigorous grasses) usually early April; (ii) a 
second ‘main cut’ (for hay) usually mid to late August after wildflowers 
such as lady’s bedstraw, meadow cranesbill and knapweed have 
produced seed; (iii) a third ‘regrowth cut’ (to suppress grasses and 

�  
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� �
������
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���
����

� �
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opportunist weeds) usually October or later 
3/3 Cuttings from the ‘spring growth cut’ and the ‘regrowth cut’ should 

generally be removed immediately. Cuttings from the ‘main cut’ should 
be left to lie (and turned if possible) and removed after drying; thereby 
giving time for wildflower seeds to be shed (so enhancing the 
meadow). The cuttings should be removed either off the site or to 
nearby areas beneath scrub 

� �
As required over 5 years 

3/4 Flexibility should be incorporated into the mowing regime in that 
delays or more frequent mowing should be implemented according to 
the condition of the grasslands. For example, should perennial ‘weed’ 
species such as creeping thistle or dock become apparent then more 
frequent mowing or ‘topping’ would be desirable. On the other hand, 
should strong stands of cowslip be apparent in the early spring sward 
(from leaf rosettes) then the ‘spring growth cut’ should take place very 
early before the cowslips flower. If a particularly wet summer leads to 
the late flowering of knapweed and other wild flowers then the main 
cut should be delayed 

�  
As required over 5 years 

 

3/5 Broadcast quantities of wildflower meadow seed mix on these 
grassland areas immediately after the ‘spring growth cut’ and/or 
immediately after the ‘regrowth cut’ 

 �  
 

 �  
 

 

3/6 Specifically broadcast quantities of yellow rattle seed in the autumn 
immediately after the ‘regrowth cut’. Yellow rattle seeds require chilling 
in the winter for germination in the spring. Yellow rattle may combat 
the growth of vigorous grasses as it parasitizes grass roots 

�  
 

 �  
 

 �  
 

3/7 Plant ‘plugs’ of wildflowers in these grassland areas immediately after 
the ‘spring growth cut’ 

 �  
 

 �  
 

 

3/8 Survey the meadows on an annual basis to record plant species and 
provide information for adjusting the mowing regime 

� � � � � � � � � �

3/9 Should there be difficulty in the establishment of wildflowers in a 
particular area, then ‘chain harrowing’ in the autumn to scarify the 
ground could be considered. This would produce gaps in the soil for 
wildflower seed germination 

�  
As required over 5 years 
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6.5.4 Objective 4: Woodland, Scrub & Trees i.e. ‘Riverside Trees’, ‘West Willow Carr Wood’, ‘Willow Carr Scrub’, ‘East Willow Carr 
Wood’, ‘Path side Trees’ & ‘7 Weeping Willow Trees’ 
 
Enhance the wet woodland/scrub areas (‘Willow Carr’). Promote healthy growth of woodland trees by management. Control scrub 
where necessary. Aim to create a mosaic of woodland habitats. Manage individual trees (including ‘Pathside Trees’) with regard to 
tree-health and public safety. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
4/1 Thin and crown-reduce the scrub (hawthorn in particular) in ‘Willow 

Carr Scrub’, removing old wood and creating clearings. ‘Plug’ 
plantings of wildflowers in the clearings (some ‘plug’ planting has 
already been carried out by the ‘Friends Group’). Allow some young 
hawthorn seedlings to persist to create a more diverse age-structure. 

� � � � � � � �

4/2 Thin the trees in ‘West Willow Carr Wood’ and ‘East Willow Carr 
Wood’ taking out weaker and most densely planted specimens. Create 
clearings (plus ‘plug’ wildflower planting). Pollard and/or crown reduce 
the largest willow trees. Continue some areas of coppicing. Consider 
planting a selection of willow varieties and hybrids using material from 
NWT’s Farndon Willow Holt nature reserve (collection created by 
Lever Howitt & Brenda Howitt in the 1950’s). Also native black poplar 
(from cuttings taken from Mill Dam Island). Variety of habitat and age-
structure would be expected to encourage a greater invertebrate 
diversity 

� � � � � � �

4/3 Thinning is normally carried out every 3 years and usually removes 
10% of the tree stock in woodland; the less healthy, the non-native, 
the crowded, the spindly, the damaged etc. Scrub control is 
recommended every year. Any works involving tree and scrub removal 
should be timed to avoid the March to September (inclusive) bird-
breeding season 

�  
As and when required over 5 years 

(October to February) 

4/4 Carry out crown reduction and ‘overhead & over-path’ bough removal 
of ‘Riverside Trees’ and ‘7 Weeping Willow Trees’ as required. Public 
safety being the highest priority 

�  
As and when required over 5 years 
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4/5 Plan a ‘replacement strategy’ for trees as they senesce and become 
unsafe (native willows in general are fast-growing, short-lived trees, 
perhaps living for 70 years; weeping willow less, perhaps 30-50 
years); (i) ‘Riverside Trees’ – remove individual trees as they senesce 
and become unsafe. Use ‘stump grinder’ to reduce the stump. Replace 
with planted tree sapling of same species or a willow variety/hybrid 
from Farndon Willow Holt; (ii) ‘7 Weeping Willow Trees’; a) plant 7 
weeping willow saplings to ‘mirror’ the existing 7 trees in a line on the 
other side of the path approximately 10m away from the current tree 
locations; b) Remove and ‘stump-grind’ individual weeping willow trees 
(from the mature 7) as they senesce. Expect a ‘few years’ in between 
individual removals therefore a ‘gradual process’. Replace each tree 
with a willow variety hybrid sapling from Farndon Willow Holt 

�  
As and when required over 5 years 

4/6 Consider a possible ‘replacement strategy’ for the ‘Pathside Trees’ 
(oak, silver birch, field maple, pine etc). At present these trees are 
limited in upwards growth by the presence of an overhead power line. 
Therefore either continue crown reduction works as required or 
incorporate this with a replacement program whereby similar native 
tree saplings are planted approximately 10m away on ‘The Field’ After 
which gradual removal of ‘Pathside Trees over a number of years 

�  
As and when required over 5 years 

4/7 Some dead wood (wood from felling, crown reduction) to be left on site 
to provide additional habitat i.e. ‘habitat piles’. Also some ‘standing 
deadwood’ if possible. The deadwood could also be incorporated with 
brash (from thinning/scrub removal/pruning) into linear ‘dead hedges’ 
to provide habitat/pathside barriers/wildlife corridors/bird & hedgehog 
refuges etc. Some dead wood can also be used for riverside 
enhancement work (see Section 6.3.1). Cut timber and ‘deadwood’ not 
required for any of these purposes should be removed off site either 
whole or as ‘chipped’ material. 

�  
As and when required over 5 years 

4/8 An ‘undulating’ rather than a ‘flat ground’ profile is considered 
desirable for all of the low-lying wetland and willow carr habitats close 
to the river at the southern end of the site. The contrast between 

�  
As and when required over 5 years 
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‘wetter’ low areas and ‘dryer’ raised areas would hope to promote 
more species diversity. Therefore during the course of management 
work to the scrub and trees, opportunities will be taken to produce 
lower lying ‘scrapes’, which would be expected to hold standing water 
longer at times of heavy rainfall 

 

 
 
6.5.5 Objective 5: Wetland Area 
 
The nutrient-rich silt ‘Mound’ has negatively impacted upon the former ‘Wetland Area’ and therefore the silt is proposed for removal. 
The aim is to restore the wetland and once again allow a diversity of characteristic plant species to thrive. Enhancement will be 
carried out through additional planting of appropriate wetland plant species. The silt will be re-located to form; (i) a bank alongside 
the path (ii) a linear bund on ‘The Field’ (iii) a horseshoe-shaped bund on ‘The Field’ 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
5/1 Excavate the ‘Mound’ to a depth of at least 2m and re-locate the silt 

arisings. Also excavate and re-locate the hard core pile 
�  

As required over 5 years 
5/2 Create a ‘Bank’ parallel to the ‘Ditch Hedge’ path. This bank will be 

approximately 150m long with a curved profile. The hard core can be 
incorporated into the base of the bank. After profiling, immediately 
plant a ‘native hedge mix’ densely on the bank. A suggested mix 
would be 1/3 rd hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), be 1/3 rd guelder 
rose (Viburnum opulus) and be 1/3 rd blackthorn/sloe (Prunus 
spinose). 

�  
As required over 5 years 

5/3 Create a horseshoe-shaped ‘Field Classroom Bund’ in the ‘Top Field 
Corner’. Perhaps up to 40m internal diameter, with the open end 
facing the grassland, it will serve as a partly enclosed outdoor 
education and performance area. Turf should be stripped as before to 
form a horseshoe-shaped ‘footprint’ 5m wide of approximately 85m 
length (2/3 rds the circumference of a circle of diameter 40m). The silt 
material should then be deposited on the ‘footprint’ to a height of 
approximately 1m in the centre, shallowly sloping. The turf should then 

�  
As required over 5 years 
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be replaced and extra brought in. Incorporate into the field mowing 
regime once the turf has re-established and then begin a program of 
wildflower seeding (after scouring) and ‘plug’ planting to create a 
wildflower area to be subsequently managed as a ‘meadow’ (e.g. a 
possible seed mix would be Naturescape N4 Summer Flowering 
Butterfly & Bee Meadow Mix). 

5/4 The obsolete ‘Tarmac’ area next to the ‘Play Area’ should be broken 
up and the resulting site (with the broken up surface as the base or 
taken off site) used for the deposition of the remainder of the silt 
material. It should be landscaped, with shallowly sloping sides and 
planted (like the ‘High Bank’) with native shrubs (‘non-thorny’ shrubs 
could be used if there are concerns over the proximity to a children’s 
play area). 

�  
As required over 5 years 

5/5 The now exposed (after the removal of the 30,000 tons of silt) surface 
of the ‘Wetland Area’ should be landscaped to form an undulating 
surface with scrapes and ridges. A wetlands seed mix should be sown 
over the site immediately and in the following season, after a botanical 
survey to assess how the recolonization is progressing, appropriate 
plant ‘plugs’ (e.g. purple loosestrife, meadow sweet, common reed, 
hemp agrimony, water figwort) could be used to accelerate the habitat 
restoration process  

�  
As required over 5 years 

 
6.5.6 Objective 6: Hedgerows 
 
Maintain and enhance the hedgerows through appropriate management (cutting, laying & coppicing) and restoration (‘gapping-up’). 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
6/1 The Bottom Path Hedge and Top Path Hedge are relatively species-

rich and have recently been ‘gapped-up’ by the WFCG and 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT). Therefore there are sections 
with large numbers of immature sapling plants. Ground flora in these 
two hedges will be allowed to develop naturally. No additional planting 

�  
As required over 5 years  
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is considered necessary 
6/2 The Field Hedge is very sparse and needs ‘gapping-up’ with native 

species 
�  
 

    

6/3 The Ditch Hedge is overgrown and relatively unmanaged. It should be 
cut, the deadwood thinned out and additional planting to fill the gaps 
carried out as required 

 �  
 

   

6/4 An assessment of each hedge should be conducted by a professional 
land manager and where considered beneficial (see below) ‘hedge-
laying’ should be carried out 

�  
As required over 5 years 

 
 

6/5 Laying is a preferred hedgerow management technique as over time it 
results in a healthy, thick and bushy hedgerow. It will also improve 
‘gappy’ hedgerows. Laying involves partially cutting the stems of 
hedgerow shrubs and bending them over at an angle. Laying a 
vigorous tree or shrub in such a way will stimulate new vertical growth 
from beneath the cut, helping to fill in gaps at the base of the hedge. 
Where plant stems are too thick to be laid, coppicing (cutting stems at 
ground level) could also be carried out. Both coppicing and laying are 
normally carried out rotationally on discrete sections of hedgerow, 
rather doing all of the hedges in a single year 

�  
As required over 5 years 

6/6 Cutting/trimming (hedge flails are acceptable) of mature hedgerows 
should be carried out as a matter of course. New hedges (and 
gapped-up sections) should only be cut by hand (pruning) for the first 
two years. Periodic hedge-cutting helps to develop and maintain a 
thick, bushy hedge structure. Mature hedgerows should be 
trimmed/cut in January or February, which avoids the bird breeding 
season and is late enough to allow berry crops to be utilised by 
wintering birds, mainly during September-December. Trimming/cutting 
should be carried out on a 2 – 3 year rotation; trimming of all the site 
hedgerows in the same year should be avoided. There should be a 
variety of hedgerow structures across the site 

�  
As required over 5 years in January/February. 

Establish 2-3 year rotations 

6/7 Where gapping-up planting is necessary, native hedgerow species �  
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should be used. Where a hedgerow section is dominated completely 
by hawthorn it is recommended that additional native species are 
introduced to increase floral and structural diversity 

As required over 5 years 

6/8 The growth of native self-seeded saplings in the hedges should be 
encouraged since a number of these may be earmarked (by easily 
visible tagging) as potential standard trees. These can then be 
avoided by the operator of the hedge-cutting machinery 

�  
As required over 5 years 

 
 
6.5.7 Objective 7: Dipping Pond  
 
Enhance the new ‘dipping pond’ for wildlife and cre ate an area for education use by local schools and families. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
7/1 The hawthorn of the unmanaged hedge adjacent should be pruned 

back to open up the pond to natural light and to reduce the amount of 
leaf litter entering the pond 

�  
 

�  
As required 

7/2 The filamentous green alga should be dredged out  �  
As required 

7/3 A ‘dipping platform should be installed on the nearside (south) bank �  
 

    

7/4 The nearside bank should be re-profiled and a ‘flowering wetland 
plants’ seed mix sown (e.g. N8 Water's Edge Meadow Mix) 

�  
 

    

7/5 The far-side (north) bank should incorporate an artificial hibernaculum 
(rubble, logs and loose soil partly buried) close to the pond for the 
benefit of amphibians 

�  
 

    

7/6 Tall marginal planting should be carried out on the far-side bank �  
As required over 5 years 

7/7 Depending on the rate of colonisation by wetland plant species, it is 
likely that a small number of additional native plants may be required 
to further enhance the habitat (e.g. arrowhead, brooklime, branched 
bur-reed, water plantain, flowering rush). Wetland plants of local 

�  
As required over 5 years 
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provenance are preferred. 
7/8 As the pond is small, the vegetation should be closely monitored and 

should be maintained by keeping a balance between vegetation and 
open water areas. It is recommended that marginal vegetation should 
be maintained at below 50% of the total pond cover, to ensure areas 
where submerged plants can thrive and open water areas are 
retained. Surplus plants should be removed and allowed to remain at 
the pond’s edge to dry, to allow pond invertebrates and juvenile 
amphibians to crawl back into the water 

�  
As required over 5 years 

 
6.5.8 Objective 8: Supplementary habitat for faunal species  
 
Install bat roost boxes, bird nest boxes and invert ebrate/insect boxes to increase the value of the si te for faunal species. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
8/1 To further enhance The Carrs LNR for faunal species, supplementary 

habitat should be offered including bird nest boxes and bat roost 
boxes. It is recommended that a variety of designs are utilised in order 
to attract a greater diversity of species 

�  
As required over 5 years 

 

8/2 Ten to twelve semi-mature trees should be identified which would be 
suitable to support bat roost boxes. The boxes should be sited ideally 
over 3m high, with three boxes per tree, in order to ensure that the 
boxes have different aspects, and with a clear flight path to the box. 
Suggested locations for bat boxes include the mature crack willow 
trees on the south bank of the river, in the centre of the site, or 
towards the western end 

�  
As required over 5 years 

8/3 It is also recommended that 20 bird nest boxes (variety) be installed 
on trees within the site (in woodland edges and on individual mature 
trees) 

�  
As required over 5 years 

8/4 Invertebrate/insect boxes should also be considered, which will 
complement the recommendations given in the management plan 
(enhancing the grasslands, wetlands, woodlands and scrub) by 

�  
As required over 5 years 
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providing additional habitat for a variety of arthropod species. 
Invertebrate/insect boxes should ideally be situated within warm, 
sheltered locations. 

 
6.5.9 Objective 9: Local Community and Visitors 
 
Ensure paths are maintained. Ensure the site is free of litter. Provide litter bins. Provide dog waste bins. Guard against vandalism 
by regular monitoring and maintenance. Update existing interpretation boards. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
9/1 Traditionally Warsop Carrs has been a well-used recreational resource 

due to the network of well-maintained footpaths, which has 
encouraged the use of the area by local people for walking, dog-
walking etc. The Mill Dam and River Meden are in regular use by 
anglers, with the adjoining playing fields used by local sports teams for 
both training sessions and games. The local community also utilises 
the playing fields for the annual Warsop Carnival, a very large event 
generally held on the first weekend of July. 

�  
As required over 5 years 

9/2 Educational use of the site has been sporadic which is unfortunate 
especially with the close proximity of the Meden School (secondary 
school) and other primary and nursery schools nearby, making the site 
ideal for environmental education use. 

�  
As required over 5 years 

9/3 Dangerous trees and branches near paths should be made safe to 
ensure public safety, with the dead wood remaining on site. Some 
work could be undertaken to coincide with environmental education 
relating to woodland management. 

�  
As required over 5 years 

9/4 All paths should be well maintained in order to encourage users to 
keep to footpaths. The grass either side of the footpaths should be 
mown regularly (1m either side) 

�  
As required over 5 years 

9/5 The site is within a sub-urban area and so is likely to be prone to 
littering, potentially waste dumping (e.g. garden cuttings) and 
vandalism. These activities reduce the sites intrinsic appeal and 

�  
As required over 5 years 
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amenity value and could also have a negative impact on the ecological 
value, for example, by the introduction of non-native plants from 
garden waste. These potential problems can be reduced by the 
regular provision of litter picking on the site and consultation being 
carried out with local residents about the management work being 
carried out to promote biodiversity 

9/6 Additional litter bins should be installed along the walkways and 
maintained 

�  
As required over 5 years 

9/7 There is scope for making visitors more aware of the importance of the 
site for nature conservation, thereby enhancing their experience of it. 
Although an interpretation board is already installed at the edge of one 
of the meadow areas, it is recommended that this is updated to make 
the public aware of the current management being carried out to 
enhance the wildlife interest of the site. It is also recommended that 
additional interpretation boards are installed by the new Dipping Pond 
and close to the woodland area (Willow Carr). The signs should be of 
sturdy construction and be of a height visible to children and disabled 
people. It is advised that the signs also provide contact names and 
numbers for the public to raise any concerns 

�  
As required over 5 years 

 
 
6.5.10 Objective 10: Monitoring  
 
Monitor the effects of management on flora and faun a. 
 
Obj Actions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
10/1 Ecological monitoring is essential to assess the effects of 

management and inform future changes in management. Ideally we 
recommend that walk-over surveys be undertaken in years 1, 3 and 5 
of the plan, so that the effects of management can be assessed and 
amended as appropriate. Surveys for the following plant & animal 
groups should be carried out to inform future management 

�  
As required over 5 years 
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recommendations 
10/2 Botanical: ‘walk-over surveys’ should be carried out in Year 1, Year 3 

and Year 5 to ensure that the wildflower meadow areas to be created 
are undergoing the correct management to maximise floristic diversity. 
The woodland carr areas should also be assessed to ensure that 
management is having the desired affect and potential locations for 
woodland glades/clearings should be considered 

�  
 

 �  
 

 �  
 

10/3 Bats: bat boxes should be checked once a year by a ‘bat-licenced’ 
ecologist or by members of the Nottinghamshire Bat Group. Bat 
transect surveys should be considered for future years in order to 
monitor the possible effects of site management on bat-use of 
particular areas and to further inform the ideal locations of further bat 
boxes 

� � � � � � � � � �

10/4 Birds: ornithological surveys during the bird breeding season should 
be carried out to monitor the use of nest boxes and to collect records 
(including new records) of birds using the site 

�  
 

 �  
 

 �  
 

10/5 Water vole: the population of water voles which frequent the stretch of 
the River Meden running through the site should be monitored every 
two years. This would follow the standard methodology (Strachan et 
al. 2011), which records the following signs: burrows, latrines, feeding 
remains, runs in the vegetation, grazed ‘lawns’ and actual sightings. 
The ideal time to carry out a water vole survey is during the water vole 
breeding season which runs from April to September. Whilst water 
voles are breeding they are highly active and mark their territory with 
conspicuous piles of droppings, called latrines 

 �  
 

 �  
 

 

10/6 Invertebrates: survey work with regards to invertebrates should be 
carried out. This is in order to provide baseline information (first year) 
for the site in relation to the different habitat areas. Repeat 
invertebrate survey work in the fifth year would then identify any 
changes due to management. It is recommended that invertebrate 
surveys are carried out between May and August comprising of four 
survey visits (one visit per month). Each habitat type would be 

�  
 

   �  
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surveyed using a range of survey techniques including hand 
searching, sweep-netting and beating. Where possible, specimens 
would be identified in the field, although a proportion of specimens 
would have to be taken away for identification in the lab 

 
 
6.5.11 Objective 11: Legal Obligations  
 
Fulfil all legal obligations. 
 
Obj  Actions  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 
11/1 Mansfield District Council has a duty of care to abide by any legislation 

relating to the land they own, in respect to nature conservation, 
environmental protection or aspects of public health and safety. Also 
management or access agreements should also be abided by. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Figure 2: Phase-1 Habitat Types 
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APPENDIX 2: BOTANICAL SPECIES LIST 
 
Below shows a list of species recorded during the Extended Phase-1 Habitat Survey 
(13th November 2015). It should not be considered as a complete list of all plant 
species present at the site. Further surveys are recommended in Year 1 of the 
Management Plan (see Section 6) at an appropriate time of year (during the plant 
growing season) in order to create a more exhaustive list of species. 
 
English Name  ScientificName 
Annual meadow-grass Poa annua 
Alder Alnus glutinosa 
Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara 
Black medick Medicago lupulina 
Black poplar Populus nigra ssp. betulifolia 
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 
Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. 
Broadleaved dock Rumex obtusifolius 
Broadleaved willowherb Epilobium montanum 
Canadian fleabane Conyza canadensis 
Cherry species Prunus spp. 
Cleavers Galium aparine 
Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata 
Common chickweed Stellaria media 
Common couch Elymus repens 
Common daisy Bellis perennis 
Common knapweed Centaurea nigra 
Common mallow Malva sylvestris 
Common nettle Urtica dioica 
Common ragwort Senecio jacobaea 
Common reed Phragmites australis 
Common sorrel Rumex acetosa 
Cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris 
Crack willow Salix fragilis 
Creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera 
Creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens 
Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense 
Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg 
Dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis 
Dog-rose Rosa canina agg. 
Dove’s-foot crane’s-bill Geranium molle 
Elder Sambucus nigra 
False oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius 
Field maple Acer campestre 
Floating sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans 
Garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata 
Gipsywort Lycopus europaeus 
Goat willow Salix caprea 
Great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum 
Greater plantain Plantago major 



���   

Ground ivy Glechoma hederacea 
Guelder rose Viburnum opulus 
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 
Hazel  Corylus avellana  
Hedge mustard  Sisymbrium officinale  
Hedge woundwort  Stachys sylvatica  
Hoary willowherb  Epilobium parviflorum  
Hogweed  Heracleum sphondylium  
Holly  Ilex aquifolium  
Ivy  Hedera helix ssp. Helix  
Lombardy poplar  Populus nigra  
Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria  
Mugwort  Artemisia vulgaris  
Oxeye daisy  Leucanthemum vulgare  
Pedunculate oak  Quercus robur  
Perennial rye-grass  Lolium perenne  
Purple loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria  
Red fescue  Festuca rubra  
Ribwort plantain  Plantago lanceolata  
Rosebay willowherb  Chamerion angustifolium  
Soft rush  Juncus effusus  
Spear thistle  Cirsium vulgare  
Spindle  Euonymus europaeus  
Sycamore  Acer pseudoplatanus  
Watercress  Nasturtium officinale  
Water figwort  Scrophularia auriculata  
Water-starwort species  Callitriche spp.  
Weeping willow  Salix babylonica  
White campion  Silene latifolia  
White clover  Trifolium repens  
White dead-nettle  Lamium album  
Yarrow  Achillea millefolium  
Yellow iris  Iris pseudacorus  
Yorkshire-fog  Holcus lanatus  
Purple loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria  
Red fescue  Festuca rubra  
Ribwort plantain  Plantago lanceolata  
Rosebay willowherb  Chamerion angustifolium  
Soft rush  Juncus effusus  
Spear thistle  Cirsium vulgare  
Spindle  Euonymus europaeus  
Sycamore  Acer pseudoplatanus  
Watercress  Nasturtium officinale  
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APPENDIX 3: RECOMMENDED SPECIES FOR PLANTING AND SO WING 
 
Species -rich Meadow Mix (Naturescape N5 Long Season Meadow Mixture)  

Wildflowers  
Yarrow  Achillea millefolium  
Common knapweed  Centaurea nigra  
Greater knapweed  Centaurea scabiosa  
Wild carrot  Daucus carota  
Viper's bugloss  Echium vulgare  
Lady's bedstraw  Galium verum  
Meadow crane’s-bill  Geranium pratense  
Common cat’s-ear  Hypochaeris radicata  
Common St. John's-wort  Hypericum perforatum  
Field scabious  Knautia arvensis  
Meadow vetchling  Lathyrus pratensis  
Rough hawkbit  Leontodon hispidus  
Ox-eye daisy  Leucanthemum vulgare  
Common toadflax  Linaria vulgaris  
Bird’s-foot trefoil  Lotus corniculatus  
Musk mallow  Malva moschata  
Hoary plantain  Plantago media  
Cowslip  Primula veris  
Self-heal  Prunella vulgaris  
Meadow buttercup  Ranunculus acris  
Bulbous buttercup  Ranunulus bulbosus  
Yellow rattle  Rhinanthus minor  
Common sorrel  Rumex acetosa  
Small scabious  Scabiosa columbaria  
Red campion  Silene dioica  
Betony  Stachys officinalis  
Devil’s-bit scabious  Succisa pratensis  
Red clover  Trifolium pratense  
Dark mullein  Verbascum nigrum  
Tufted vetch  Vicia cracca  
Grass species  
Common bent  Agrostis capillaris  
Sweet vernal-grass  Anthoxanthum odoratum  
Quaking grass  Briza media  
Crested dog’s-tail  Cynosurus cristatus  
Sheep's fescue  Festuca ovina  
Chewing's fescue  Festuca rubra ssp. commutata  
Slender creeping red fescue  Festuca rubra ssp. litoralis  
Meadow barley  Hordeum secalinum  
Smooth-stalked meadow grass  Poa pratensis  
Yellow oat-grass  Trisetum flavescens  
 
 

Ponds/wetland areas mix 
Bank-sides 

  
Broadleaved willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium  
Celery-leaved buttercup  Ranunculus sceleratus  
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Common marsh bedstraw  Galium palustre  
Cuckoo flower  Cardamine pratensis  
Great willowherb  Epilobium hirsutum  
Lesser celandine  Ranunculus ficaria  
Lesser spearwort  Ranunculus flammula  
Marsh willowherb  Epilobium palustre  
Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria  
Purple loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria  
Ragged robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi  
Wild angelica  Angelica sylvestris  
Marsh, marginal and emergent plants  
Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga  
Common reed  Phragmites australis  
Gipsywort  Lycopus europaeus  
Greater pond sedge  Carex riparia  
Hard rush  Juncus inflexus  
Jointed rush  Juncus articulatus  
Lesser pond sedge  Carex acutiformis  
Lesser water parsnip  Berula erecta  
Marsh marigold  Caltha palustris  
Nodding bur-marigold  Bidens cernua  
Soft rush  Juncus effusus  
Water forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides  
Water mint  Mentha aquatica  
Yellow flag  Iris pseudacorus  
Submerged & floating leaved plants  
Amphibious bistort  Persicaria amphibia  
Common duckweed  Lemna minor  
Common water starwort  Callitriche stagnalis  
Spiked water milfoil  Myriophyllum spicatum  
Water crowfoot  Ranunculus omiophyllus  
Water crowfoot  Ranunculus peltatus  
Yellow flag  Iris pseudacorus  
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APPENDIX 4: PROTECTED SPECIES LEGISLATION 
 
Plants 
 
All wild plants are protected against unauthorised removal or uprooting under Section 13 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended). Plants listed on Schedule 8 of the Act 
(e.g. triangular club rush and Deptford Pink) are afforded additional protection against picking, 
uprooting, destruction and sale. Bluebell is protected by WCA 1981 (as amended), in respect of 
Section 13(2), which protects it from sale. 
Amphibians (Common Species) 
Common amphibian species (i.e. common frog, common toad, smooth newt and palmate newt) 
are afforded partial legal protection under UK legislation, i.e. Schedule 5, Section 9 (5) of the WCA 
1981 (as amended) and the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. This legislation 
prohibits: 

·  Sale; 
·  Transportation; and 
·  Advertising for sale. 

 
Badger 
 
Badger is a widespread and generally common species. However, they are legally protected under 
The Protection of Badgers Act 1992, which is based primarily on the need to protect badgers from 
baiting and deliberate harm or injury. Under this legislation it is illegal to: 

·  Wilfully kill, injure, take, or cruelly ill-treat a badger, or attempt to do so; 
·  Possess any dead badger or any part of, or anything derived from, a dead badger; and 
·  Intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett by disturbing badgers whilst they are 

occupying a sett, damaging or destroying a sett, causing a dog to enter a sett, or 
obstructing access to it. 

A badger sett is defined in the legislation as “any structure or place, which displays signs 
indicating current use by a badger”. 
 
Bats 
 
All bat species are afforded full protection under UK and European legislation, including the WCA 
1981 (as amended), the CRoW Act 2000 and The Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as amended). Together, this legislation makes it illegal to: 

·  Intentionally or deliberately take, kill or injure a bat; 
·  Damage, destroy or obstruct access to bat roosts; and 
·  Deliberately disturb bats. 

A bat roost is defined in the legislation as “any structure or place which a bat uses for shelter or 
protection”. Roosts are protected whether or not bats are present at the time. If a development 
activity is likely to result in disturbance or killing of a bat, damage to its habitat or any of the other 
activities listed above, then a licence will usually be required from Natural England. 
 
Birds 
 
The bird breeding season generally lasts from early March to September for most species. All wild 
birds are protected under the WCA 1981 (as amended) and the CRoW Act 2000. This legislation 
makes it illegal, both intentionally and recklessly to: 

·  Kill, injure or take any wild bird; 
·  Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is being built or in use;  
·  Take or destroy the eggs of any wild bird; and 
·  Possess or control any wild bird or egg unless obtained legally. 
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Birds listed under Schedule 1 of the WCA 1981 (as amended) are afforded additional protection, 
which makes it an offence to disturb a bird while it is nest building, or at a nest containing eggs or 
young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird. 
The UK's birds can be split in to three categories of conservation importance - red, amber and 
green (Eaton et al. 2009). 
Red is the highest conservation priority, with species needing urgent action. Amber is the next 
most critical group, followed by green 
. 
Red list criteria 
 

·  Globally threatened 
·  Historical population decline in UK during 1800–1995 
·  Severe (at least 50%) decline in UK breeding population over last 25 years, or longer-term 

period (the entire period used for assessments since the first BoCC review, starting in 
1969). 

·  Severe (at least 50%) contraction of UK breeding range over last 25 years, or the longer-
term period. 

 
Amber list criteria 
 

·  Species with unfavourable conservation status in Europe (SPEC = Species of European 
Conservation Concern) 

·  Historical population decline during 1800–1995, but recovering; population size has more 
than doubled over last 25 years 

·  Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK breeding population over last 25 years, or the longer-term 
period 

·  Moderate (25-49%) contraction of UK breeding range over last 25 years, or the longer-term 
period 

·  Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK non-breeding population over last 25 years, or the longer-
term period 

·  Rare breeder; 1–300 breeding pairs in UK 
·  Rare non-breeders; less than 900 individuals 
·  Localised; at least 50% of UK breeding or non-breeding population in 10 or fewer sites, but 

not applied to rare breeders or non-breeders 
·  Internationally important; at least 20% of European breeding or non-breeding population in 

UK (NW European and East Atlantic Flyway populations used for non-breeding wildfowl 
and waders respectively) 

 
Green list 
 

·  Species that occur regularly in the UK but do not qualify under any of the above criteria. 
 
Great Crested Newt 
 
Great crested newts and their habitat are afforded full protection under UK and European 
legislation, including the WCA 1981 (as amended), the CRoW Act 2000 and The Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). This makes it is an offence to kill, injure or 
disturb great crested newts and to destroy any place used for rest or shelter by a newt. The great 
crested newt is also listed on Annexes II and IV of the EC Habitats Directive and Appendix II of the 
Bern Convention. If a development activity is likely to result in disturbance or killing of a great 
crested newt, damage to its habitat etc, then a licence will usually be required from Natural 
England. 
 
Reptiles 
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There are six native species of reptiles in the UK, including slow-worm, common lizard, grass 
snake and adder, smooth snake and sand lizard, which are afforded varying degrees of protection 
under UK and European legislation. 
Slow-worm, viviparous/common lizard, adder and grass snake are protected under Schedule 5, 
Section 9 (1 and 5) of the WCA 1981 (as amended) and the CRoW Act 2000 against deliberate or 
reckless killing and injuring and sale. 
 
Water Vole 
 
The water vole is fully protected under Schedule 5, Section 9 of the WCA 1981 (as amended), 
which makes it illegal to: 

·  Intentionally kill, injure or take (capture) a water vole; 
·  Possess or control a live or dead water vole, or any part of a water vole; 
·  Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place 

which water voles use for shelter or protection or disturb water voles while they are using 
such a place; and 

·  Sell, offer for sale or advertise for live or dead water voles. 
 
White-clawed Crayfish 
 
White-clawed crayfish are partially protected under the WCA 1981 (as amended). This legislation 
makes it illegal to: 

·  Intentionally take white-clawed crayfish 
·  Sell, barter or exchange white-clawed crayfish 

They are also listed on Annex II of the EC Habitats and Species Directive and are classed as 
“endangered” by IUCN. 
 
 


